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"L RESOLVE... 


Good Resolutions by 
Bible Characters 


HL 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


I. Daniel’s vow: “But Daniel purposed in his heart that 
he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s 
meat, nor with the wine which he drank.”—Dan. 1:8. 

II. Jacob’s vow: “Of all that thou shalt give me I will 
surely give thé tenth unto thee.”—Gen. 28 :22. 

III. David’s vow: (a) “Therefore will I call upon him as 


long as I live.”— 


. 116:2. (b) “I will meditate in thy pre- 


cepts, and have respect unto thy ways. I will delight myself 
in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.”—Ps. 119:15, 16. 
IV. Paul’s vow: “I am made all things to all men, that | 
might by all means save som .’—I Cor. 9:22. 
V. The Prodigal son’s vow: “I will arise and go to my 


father.”—Luke 15:18. 


All the great men of the Bible 
made good _ resolutions, vows, 
promises to God, resolutions, men- 
tioned throughout the Bible. Peo- 
ple ought to make vows to God. 

New  Year’s resolutions are in 
disrepute in many quarters. That 
is partly because such resolutions 
are often very frivolous, and are 
not the high resolves of earnest 
souls, set out, by God’s grace, to 
do better in the new year than 
they did in the past one. Then 
some Christians are afraid that 
people will depend on reformation 
or turning over a new leaf, instead 
of coming to Christ for salvation 
and trusting in His blood poured 
out to pay the debt for sinners. 
But there is no good reason why 
earnest people everywhere ought 
not to solemnly make vows to God, 
and promises to themselves to 
earnestly try, with God’s help, to 
do certain things. 


. Perhaps you have made New 
Year’s resolutions before and brok- 
en them. Well, if you honestly 
tried you did better than if you 
had not tried. And people who do 
not try, who make no vows, make 
no pledges, take no obligations, 
certainly do not live good lives 
and never grow in grace. 

When you married, you made a 
solemn resolution and expressed it 
publicly, to love and cherish your 


companion until death did you 
two part. No honest man ever 
rented a house without a solemn 
vow-or resolution to pay the rent. 
The same kind of resolution was 
implied when you accepted tele- 
phone service, or water, or lights, 
or gas services. Anyone who ever 
confessed his mistakes and sins to 
God, if he were honest, resolyed 
not to commit the same sins and 
mistakes again. A little thought 
shows that honest people who 
want to do right must make 


resolutions. And if you make these}. 
resolutions in the fear of God and} 
depending upon Him for help,} 


having been led by the Holy Spirit 
to know your duty, then you may 
confidently expect grace sufficient 
to keep your resolution. 

A new year, 1956, will soon be- 
gin. So it is not too late for us 
to use this holy occasion to make 
solemn vows to God. 

When you read the lives of 
great men of God you find that 
almost all of them made solemn 
resolutions and endeavored to live 
up to them. Will you do the same? 


I. Daniel Vowed That He 
Would Not Defile 
Himself 
Young Christian men now in the 
(Continued on page 6) 
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“Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising 
again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall 
be spoken against, ... that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed.” —Luke 2 :34-35. 


I have never read any comment on it, but I take it for 
granted that Raphael’s great painting of Jesus and His 
mother in the Dresden gallery, the so-called “Sistine Madon- 
na,” is an attempt to describe the thoughts and emotions of 
the mother and her child at the presentation in the temple. 
Mary, listening to the words of Simeon, presents, and yet 
holds back, her child; and her unfocused eyes seem to be 
filled with wonder and awe as she sees far in the distance the 
strange destiny of the child who rests in her arms. 


Simeon was a just man and de- 
vout, one who waited for the con- 
solation of Israel, and to whom 
it had been revealed by the Holy 
Ghost that he should not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s 
Christ. He had come by the Spirit 
into the temple when Joseph and 
Mary brought up Jesus to present 
Him. By a revelation he knew that 
this child was the Lord’s Christ 
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By De. oy Gdward Macartney 


Over 40 years in Presbyterian ministry, now retired. 
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and, taking Him up in his arms, 
he blessed Him. 

If we had the gift of Simeon 
and could cast the horoscope of 
a child and speak its destiny, the 
mother’s face would be filled with 
wonder and awe, perhaps also with 
dread, as she contemplated the 
path of hardship, of sorrow, and 
of pain which her child is to tread; 
or the career of crime which he 
will accomplish; the days of lone- 
liness, the hours of anguish, per- 
haps also deeds of dishonor and of 
shame. It is just as well that the 
future is veiled and that.no Sim- 
eon can stand in our midst and 
sketch the future of the child ag 
he did the future of the Divine 
Child who lay that day in Mary’s 
arms. Yet every life is full of won- 
der, of mystery, of awe. What the 
people said on learning the cir- 
cumstances of the birth of John 


(Continued on page 8) 


Dr. Clarence E. Macartney 


Ever since we were school- 
boys my brother Robert and I 
have spent Christmas at Uncle 
Arthur’s. He lives on the outskirts 
of a little country village, and 
there is no one better known or 
respected throughout the village 
than Uncle Arthur. Of medium 
height, he has a cheerful face 
which nearly always carries a 
smile, and eyes which can twinkle 
as mischievously as any _ school- 
boy’s. Although now retired from 
business he is actively engaged 
in all the good causes of the vil- 
lage, and~is. a local preacher of 


repute: At the time with which 


this stéry -is concerned I was a 
MS a local ‘preacher on trial and 
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By David Morris 


I shall never forget the impression 
made on my mind by the strangest 
Christmas I have ever spent. 

Robert and I had written Uncle 
Arthur telling him that we would 
be down as usual on Christmas 
Eve and we neared the village 
station just as the thick Decem- 
ber dusk deepened into the night. 
The day had been dull and grey 
and I was not surprised when 
Robert,. after poking. his head 
cautiously out of the carriage win- 
dow announced that it was snow- 
ing hard. -. 

The train ran into the ‘station; 
and, after buttoning my coat and 


picking up my violin case, I open-1 


ed the carriage door. A gusty wind 


blew: in a shower of snowflakes as, 


we stepped on to the snow-covered 
platform just as Uncle Arthur 
emerged from the shelter of the 
waiting room. 

“A .merry Christmas boys!” he 
boomed, gripping our hands. “A 
real, old-fashioned Christmas at 
last. Have you got all your things? 
Then we'll start for home. Good 
night, porter, and a merry. Christ- 
mas!”’ 

“The same to you sir! 
night.” 

It was nearly a mile from the 
station to Uncle Arthur's house 

_ (Continued on page 2) 
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By Charles H. Spurgeon 
London, 1834-1892 
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“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out 
a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should 
be taxed (and this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 
governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into 
his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage 
of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, eine 
great with child. 


“And so it was, that, while they 
were there, the days were accom- 
plished that she should be deliver- 
ed. And she brought forth her 
firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him 
in a manger; because there was 
no room for them in the inn, And 
there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field,|# 
keeping watch over their flock}; 
by night. And, lo, the angel of the 
Lord came upon them, and the| gs 
glory of the Lord shone round |e 
about them: and they were sore | Re 
afraid. And the angel said’ unto | gee 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring | #3 
you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be 
a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 


(Continued on page 4) 
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‘Page Two 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, December 28, 1955 


THE 


eviron’s NOLES 


by John R. Rice 


This is written at Sherman, 
Texas, where I am engaged in an 
8-days’ revival with the Central 
Baptist Church. Rev. George 
Sullivan is the pastor. These 
Services celebrate his tenth anni- 
versary here. His leadership has 
been blessed of God. The church 
has nearly one thousand members; 
there were over five hundred 
present in Sunday School last 
Sunday, and many have been sav- 
ed under his leadership. It is a 
peculiar joy to come to Sherman 
since Central Baptist Church grew 
out of a great open-air revival 
which God gave us here twenty- 
four years ago, and many, many 
people have come to remind me, 
“I was saved in your meeting on 
the Courthouse square,” or, “You 
baptized me.” My heart is flooded 
with happy memories of the hun- 
dreds of souls saved then. Dele- 
gations. are attending from Deni- 
son, Greenville, McKinney, Gaines- 
ville, Fort Worth (100 miles 
away), Dallas, Texas; Ardmore, 
Oklahoma, etc. In the first two 
days we have had seventeen con- 
versions, reclamations and addi- 
tions to the church. 

The pastor was won to Christ by 
my brother, Evangelist Bill Rice, 
when he was a youthful pastor at 
Gainesville, Texas, before attending 
Moody Bible Institute. 


Christmas Giving 


My greatest comfort this 
Christmas, aside from the joy of 
the Lord Jesus Himself and His 
peace and presence, I expect to 
find in the great flood of sub- 
scriptions to THE SWORD OF THE 
LorpD. I suggest that as a thanks- 
giving to God many readers should 
rush a check to the Sword Mis- 
sionary and Minister Subscription 
Gift Fund and thus honor the Lord 
Jesus on His official birthday. 
Wever mind if the check reaches 


us a few days after Christmas. It 


can be your love gift to the Lord, 
and He will be pleased. And min- 
isters, missionaries, ministerial 
students, native Christian workers 
in many countries will be blessed, 
and the cause of Christ greatly 
advanced by such a Christmas gift. 

Some will have Christmas bon- 
uses, Others will receive cash gifts 
which they might share with the 
Lord by helping this Missionary 
and Minister Subscription Fund. 
Others will wish to pay for thou- 
sands of books now being sent to 
ministerial students. 

Will you send your Christmas 
gift today? Address: Sword of the 
Lord, Wheaton, Illinois, 


To Save on Income Tax, 
Give Now 


Gifts to a nonprofit Christian 
enterprise recognized by the fed- 
eral government may be deducted 
from taxable income up to thirty 
per cent of the total income. How 
much better to give money to the 
Lord’s cause than to have it taken 


in income tax! But gifts which are 
to be deducted from this year’s 
taxable income must be sent be- 
fore the year is over. The govern- 
ment encourages it, and thus part 
of any gifts sent now to THE 
SworD OF THE LorD, Missionary 
and Minister Subscription Fund, 
our Free Literature Fund,® or 
Building Fund, would be required 
in taxes if it were not given. Some 
people ought to give very largely 
before December 31. 


Many Who Ride Should Get 
Off and Push! 


One sad effect of the socialistic, 
New Deal welfare program in the 
United States is that people come 
to believe that the world owes 
them a living and that the govern- 
ment should give them a handout, 
unearned, at the expense of the 
rest of us taxpayers. That is im- 
moral and wrong. 


- Likewise, many Christians are 
prone to take all the blessings 
they can get without carrying 
their part of the burden. Preachers 
have:-a greater temptation in this 
matter than many others. Most 
preachers get their theological 
training without paying for it 
themselves: it is largely provided 
by the gifts of God’s people. In 
many denominations church mem- 
bers, particularly preachers, re- 
ceive denominational magazines 
without paying for them _in- 
dividually. The expense is cared 
for through the church budget. 
THE SworpD oF THE LORD CcCOn- 
stantly suffers by the .ir- 
responsible attitude of good men 
who have not learned to bear a 
proper share of the burden of get- 
ting out the Gospel. 


We are glad to introduce minis- 
ters to THE SWORD OF THE LorD. I 
find great joy in assigning a pro- 
portion of the retail price of all 
my books to pay for subscriptions 
to THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
for God’s ministers, ministerial 
students, and foreign missionaries. 
The money which I might have as 
royalty on my books is all spent 
this way. 

But we believe that every min- 
ister who receives THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD as a love gift from some- 
body else should feel accountable 
to God to either pay for his own 
subscription renewal if he can do 
so, or at least to get other people 
to subscribe. If an honest man of 
God, a spiritual leader, does not 
have money (and many do not have 
enough), at least he has Christian 
influence and he can encourage 
others to subscribe, I earnestly 
suggest that every preacher who 
has received THE SworD OF THE 
LorD as a gift from somebody else 
or through the Sword Missionary 
and Minister Subscription Fund, 
either renew his own subscription 
as far ahead as possible, or that 
he take up the matter with mem- 
bers and friends and get others to 
subscribe. We rejoice that THE 
SworD OF THE LorD is a blessing 
to thousands of ministers. Now we 
simply ask that ministers bear 
their fair share of the load. Some 
ministers and foreign missionaries 
can and should subscribe for them- 
selves and others. Those who can- 
not do that certainly can speak to 
a few Christian friends, show them 
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The Strangest 


(Continued from page 1) 


and in spite of the blizzard we 
started off in high spirits. By the 
aid of Uncle Arthur’s powerful 
electric torch we marched up the 
unlighted village street, until, be- 
fore we had covered half the dis- 
tance, the light suddenly went out. 
We came to a sudden stop. Al- 
though the moon was nearing the 
full, the sky was so thick with 
snow-clouds, and the. blizzard so 
fierce, that we could scarcely see 
a hand in front of us. Uncle Ar- 
thur patted, slapped, and shook 
the torch, but to no avafmi, 

“Probably the bulb has fused. 
Fortunately I know every inch of 
the village; it would never do to 
be lost on a night like this.” 

Whether it would do or not, 
this is what happened! We walked 
slowly on for half-an-hour or so 
and then Uncle Arthur stopped 
and we heard him chuckle softly. 

“I’ve lived in this village for 
thirty years, boys, and I’ve never 
been lost in it before, but, quite 
frankly; I haven’t the faintest idea 
where we are now!” 

I had already suspected that for 
some time and I must confess that 
my spirits sank to zero. Aunt 
Jane’s cozy sitting-room and her 
splendid mince pies were still as 
far away as ever. We stood in a 
disconsdlate group listening to the 
swish of the snowflakes and trying 
in vain to see a reasonable dis- 
tance ahead. 

“We must keep walking,” Uncle 
Arthur said at last. “I think the 
blizzard will soon be over and the 
moon break through. Until it does 
we shall have to keep going or 
find shelter of some kind.” 

Long minutes dragged by as we 
walked slowly on. I was just be- 
ginning to think that we were 
doomed to spend the night out 
when Bob exclaimed, “Is that a 
light, Uncle? Just there to the left 
of us.’ 

We stopped again and peered 
into the whirl of snowflakes. Bob 
was right—there was a glimmer of 
light to the left of us and our flag- 
ging spirits revived a little. We 
advanced carefully until a building 
loomed up just in front of us and 
Uncle Arthur carefully felt his 
way to the door. He knocked 
sharply and we waited eagerly. A 
gruff voice called, “Come in!” and 
needing no second invitation, Un- 
cle Arthur pushed open the door 
and we followed him. Then we 
halted in amazement at the sight 
before us. 

We were standing just inside a 
large barn which, as Uncle Arthur 
told us afterwards, stood at the 
end of a rough cart-track. At one 
end of the barn were several bales 
of straw and farm implements; at 


copies of the paper and suggest 
that they subscribe at once, offer- 
ing to send in subscriptions for 
them. Preacher brother, we beg 
you to help us who are doing all 
we can. to bless preachers of the 
Gospel. 


“Sword Sunday” in Churches 
February 5 


We are asking hundreds of pas- 
tors and churches to have “Sword 
of the Lord Sunday” on February 
5. We suggest the following items 
to make the day a success with- 
out interfering appreciably with 
the regular sermons and program 


‘tof the day. 


1. Have the pastor or some 


qualified person to spend from 


three to five minutes telling about 
THE Sworp oF THE LorpD in the 
regular morning or evening church 
service, 

2. Have on hand enough sample 
copies of THe Sworp (we will 
furnish free) to provide one for 
every person who wishes one, 

3. Have one person appointed by 
the pastor to take subscriptions 
either during the service or at the 
close of the service, and send them 
in to the Sword of the Lord. 
Where pastors and churches co-op- 
erate and attempt to get a good 
number of subscriptions, we will 
furnish free sample copies, free 
subscription envelopes, and will 
offer a special group subscription 
rate. 

If you would like to have a 
“Sword of the Lord Sunday” in 
your church, brother pastor, 
please write for full information. 
Address: Editor John R. Rice, 
Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, 
Illinois, 


Christmas Eve 


the other end a heap of old fire- 
wood. The earthen floor was tram- 


ped hard, and in the centre a 


small fire was burning. Several 
candles feebly illuminated the ra- 
ther smoky interior of the barn. 
But it was not so much the barn 
as its occupants which caused our 
surprise. 

There were three people in the 
barn. One was a shabbily dressed 
gentleman with a worn out trilby 
hat on his head and a _ stubby 
growth on his chin. He was, quite 
obviously, a “knight of the road.” 


The others were two young peo- 
ple in evening dress. They had 
loosed their coats a little, and the 
man’s white dress-shirt, and the 
lady’s satin dress were in start- 
ling contrast to the tramp’s shab- 
by attire. Poverty and luxury sat 
on opposite sides of the fire. 


The tramp’s gruff voice bade us 
shut the door, and we obediently 
did so. Uncle Arthur moved brisk- 
ly forward. 

“Good evening friends. This is 
rather an unexpected meeting and 
I can see that we are all comrades 
in distress: that is all the more 
reason why we should make each 
other’s acquaintance, is it not? 
How are you, sir?” 

The tramp was so astonished at 
being addressed as “sir” that he al- 
most fell off his box. Rather diz- 
zily he shook hands, and Uncle 
Arthur passed on to the other two. 
We followed Uncle Arthur’s ex- 
ample, and then sorted out some 
old boxes from among the lumber, 
and sat down against the fire. 

“A wild night!” Uncle Arthur 
went on. “Real Christmassy wea- 
ther, but a little bit annoying 
when you lose your way because 
of it.” 

“It is,” agreed the young lady. 
“We are to spend Christmas at the 
Manor House. As there was no car 
to meet us at the station we start- 
ed» to walk, and lost our way.” 

For the next ten minutes con- 
versation was far from brisk, and 
then» Uncle suddenly exclaimed: 
“What about a few carols? My 
nephew plays the violin, and has 
some carol-books with him. Get 
them out, please John. A good 
sing-song will pass the time along 
until we can go our various ways 
again.” 

I obediently sorted out the 
carol-books, and tuned my violin. 
Uncle Arthur gave out the books 
and assumed the role of conductor. 

“We will take ‘Hark the Her- 
ald Angels Sing’ first. Just play 
it through for us, will you, John? 
Thank you..Now altogether—” 

Both my uncle and brother had 
good voices, and after the first 
verse I heard a sweet soprano 
voice join in, then a hesitating 
baritone, and a rumbling bass. 

“That was splendid!” Uncle 
Arthur beamed, “And now another 
great favorite—‘O Come All Ye 
Faithful.’ ” 

Carol followed carol, one or two 
of the lesser known ones being 
taken as solos by my brother Bob. 
And although I have heard him 
sing to far bigger audiences, I 
have never heard him sing better 
than he sang that night. 

“Perhaps we had better have a 
short rest,” Uncle Arthur said at 
last, seating himself on his box 
again. ‘“Isn’t it wonderful how 
these old carols bring in the spirit 
of Christmas? For that matter, 
isn’t Christmas wonderful in it- 
self? At no other time of the year 
is the Christian spirit so much a- 
broad.” 

It was not a sermon which Un- 
ele Arthur gave us; just a simple, 
homely chat, and we all listened 
intently. I have never heard him 
speak better, or make a more sin- 
cere appeal, — 

“Tf you have never experienced 
the love of this Christ, then you 
have never known real life, After 
forty years of following Him I 
am still firmly convinced that He 
is the best Friend of all. Now, 
John, another old favorite, please.” 


When we looked out of the barn | ed 


about half-an-hour later, we found 
that the snow had almost stopped, 
and the moon was making a brave 
attempt to pierce the clouds. It was 
light enough for Uncle Arthur to 
discern our surroundings, and we 
made ready to resume our jour- 
ney. 

“We may never meet again, 
friends,” Uncle Arthur said as we 
shook hands, “but here is my ad- 
dress, and if ever I can be of as- 


— 


The Editor Answers “9 
Young People's 
Questions 


“(Please tell me some books for 
a young minister who seems to be 
slipping in the faith.’’ | 
1. The Inspiriation of the Bible, 
by Gaussen, $3. Moody Press. 
Here is the best book on the ins 
spiration of the Bible in print— 
very likely, the best one ever 
written, in my judgment. It is an 
old book by a Swedish theologian, 
one loved by Spurgeon, brought to 
this country by Dr. James M. 
Gray. It is so thorough, so scholar- 
ly, so heart-warming and inspira- 
tional, so absdlutely convincing 


that I advise that he read it and ° 


you urge him to report to you 
on it. 

2. The Bible: Its Christ, and 
Modernism, by T. J. McCrossan, 
which we now publish, is wonder- 
fully helpful. and strong. Price, 
$2.50. 

3. Two books—Difficulties in 
the Bible, and Our Bible, by Dr, 
R,. A. Torrey and others, are pub- 
lished by Moody Press. These are 
in the famous Moody Colportage 
Library, 35¢ each, but very, very 
valuable. 

4. I enclose my pamphlet, Ver 
bal Inspiration of the Bible and 
Its Scientfic Accuracy, which I 
believe will be very helpful. These 
are two chapters of my book on 
Twelve Tremendous Themes. 

For a man with real scholarly 
interest, the Five Books of Moses, 
by Professor Allis of Princeton, 
would be very convincing. It is 
especially a strong answer to the 
foolish criticism of those who talk 
about Deuteronomy being a collec. 
tion of manuscripts by various 
writers, collected by a “redactor,” 
or editor. However, this book is 
scholarly and weighty, a little dif. 
ficult reading. 

o. L suggest by all means you 
get The Inspiration of the Bible, 
by Gaussen, and Torrey’s: two in- 
expensive books. And let me know 
if I can help. 

6. My book, Is Jesus God? over 
200 pages, price, $2.00, prov- 
ing the deity of Christ, His virgin 
birth, His bodily resurrection, ete, 

However, I feel that the young 
man’s trouble is not only scholar- 
ship, but the heart. Would he be 
willing to--give up-the favor of 
men, get out of the infidel univer- 
sity and go to Bob Jones Univer~ 
sity, Wheaton College, Tennessee 
Temple Schools, Northwestern 
College, or some such sound 
school? That would almost cers- 
tainly save his faith. 

Thank you for your inquiry, I 
trust these suggestions will be 
helpful. 


sistance to you I shall be very 


glad. Before we go to our various 


ways, may we have just a word of 
prayer together?” 


“You were splendid, Uncle Ar- 
thur!” I said, as we found our 
way back into the village. “I have 
never had an experience like that 
before.” 

“Nor I,” said Bob. 

“I felt strangely moved to speak 
a word or two in between that up- 
lifting carol singing. I doubt if any 
of those three have experienced 
the love of Christ, and if I could 
do so I wanted to make Him real 
to them. They may never think of 
us again after tonight, but, in any 
case, the Word has been sown, 
Now we must hurry on, for Aunt 
Jane will be anxiously awaiting 
us.” 

Having completed our journey 
without further trouble, and hav- 
ing told Aunt Jane of our unusual 
carol service, we did full justice 
to the good things she had prepar~ 


And the wonderful sequel to this 
story is as we heard many months 
afterwards, that each one of our 
three storm-tossed companions of 
that Christmas Eve in the barn 
came to know and trust the strong 
Saviour God who came into the 


world on that first Christmas day, 


“Born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give us second birth; Hark 
the herald angels sing ‘glory to 
our new born King.’ ” —Forward 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Jonah a Type of Christ 


by Editor John R. Rice 


38 Then certain of the scribes 
and of the Pharisees answered, 
saying, Master, we would see a 
sign from thee. 

39 But he answered and said 
unto them, An evil and adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign; 
and there shall no sign be given 
to it, but the sign of the pro- 
phet Jonas: 

40 For as Jonas was three days 
and three nights in the whale’s 
belly; so shall the Son of man be 
three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth. 

41 The men of Nineveh shall 
rise in judgment with this genera- 
tion, and shall condemn it: be- 
cause they repented at the preach- 
ing of Jonas; and, behold, a great- 
er than Jonas is here, 


42 The queen of the south shall 
rise up in the judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it: 
for she came from the uttermost 
parts of the earth to hear the wis- 
dom of Solomon; and, behold, a 
greater than Solomon is here. 

—Matt. 12:38-42 


Any demand for a sign by the 
Pharisees was insincere; they had 
just seen such marvelous healing 
(vs. 22) as ought to make any 
sensible man believe whatever Je- 
sus said. It was their insincerity 
which made Jesus answer as He 
did in verse 39. Jesus does prove 
Himself to honest, seeking hearts 
as He did to doubting Thomas a- 
bout His resurrection (John 20 :24- 
29). He sent evidence to John the 
Baptist that He was indeed the 
Messiah (Matt. 11:4-6). To the 
perplexed and hungryhearted dis- 
ciples of John who followed Him, 
He said, “Come and see” (John 
1:39). And to Nathanael who al- 
so accepted the invitation § to 
“Come and see,’” Jesus proved His 
supernatural knowledge and prom- 
ised even greater wonders (John 
1:46-51). Any heart honestly seek- 
ing Jesus will find Him ready to 

rove Himself as._He promised in 
ohn 7:17, “If any man will do 
his will, he shall know of the doc- 
trine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself.” Jesus 
does not care to prove Himself 
to wicked, malicious hearts who 
would not serve Him if they knew 
He is the Saviour, and for this 
reason, perhaps, He commanded 
many not to tell it when He heal- 
ed them. He was not trying to 
prove Himself to the Pharisees. 


“The sign of the prophet Jonas:”’ 
these verses are very important. 
First, Jesus Himself plainly stat- 
ed that the story about Jonah 
and the whale is true. Jonah was 


literally three days and _ three 
nights in the fish’s belly. The 
word translated whale here in the 
King James version literally means 
a great sea monster. It may have 
been a whale or it may have been 
a certain kind of shark.’ Certain- 
ly, according to Jonah 1:17, it was 
“a great fish” especially prepared 
by the Lord “to swallow up Jon- 
ah,” and Jonah was in the belly 
of the fish three days and three 
nights.” Jesus says that that was 
literally true. If you cannot be- 
lieve Jonah, then you cannot be- 
lieve Christ. Modernists who deny 
the literal accuracy of the book 
of Jonah are attacking Jesus 
Christ. If the book of Jonah is 
not the infallible Word of God, 
then neither is the book of Mat- 
thew, for it says the same thing. 
And if this account is not. true, 
then Jesus is not what He claimed 
to be, the Son of God, for Jesus 
said it was true. 


Verse 40 tells how long Jesus 
was in the grave, “three days and 
three nights.” This is important. 
It shows that the Catholic tradi- 
tion that Jesus died on Friday, 
was buried that night and arose 
Sunday morning, being in the 
grave only one day and two nights 
is untrue. That mistake of Catho- 
lics and others is evidently caus- 
ed by a wrong interpretation of 
the “sabbath” mentioned in John 
19:31 and other Scriptures. The 
Sabbath mentioned which began 
at sundown when Jesus was cru- 
cified was the annual Sabbath or 
rest day which celebrated the pass- 
over supper and began the seven- 
day feast of unleavened bread as 
commanded in Exodus 12:14-19. 
That Sabbath, an annual day of 
rest and convocation, came on a 
set day, the fifteenth day of the 
month Abib (Lev. 23:6, 7; Duet. 
16:1-8). Jesus was crucified, then, 
on Wednesday, the fourteenth of 
Abib, the day the passover lamb 
was killed. He was buried that 
evening and stayed in the grave 
three days, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, with the 3 nights pre- 
ceding/and arose sometime before 
Sunday morning (Matt. 28:1-6). 
Jesus was in the grave three days 
and three nights. It could have 
been more, but could not have 
been less, I believe, according to 
Matthew 12:40. So He was in the 
grave two Sabbaths—one, the an- 
nual Sabbath which came always 
on the fifteenth of Abib at the 
beginning of the feast of un- 


leayened bread (Exod. 12:14-16), 


and the regular weekly Jewish 
Sabbath which came on Saturday, 


Dt) 


I have just received one of the 
most wonderful letters that has 
ever come into my hands. It is 
from a woman who has a son in 
Bob Jones University. This is what 
this dear woman who lives almost 
1,400 miles from Bob Jones Uni- 
versity campus says: “I can name 
twelve former Bob Jones Uni- 
versity students that I know well, 
and all are outstanding for God. 
I have met them all in this sec- 
tion. When I try to mulitply this 
by forty-eight states and a number 
of foreign countries and think of 
what has been goftng on for over 
a quarter of a century on Bob 
Jones University campus, it is 
wonderful what God has wrought.” 
This dear friend says: “I know 
my son who is in the University 
this year is just as safe as he was 
when he was a baby in his 
mother’s arms.” 


The sort of letter that came 
from this friend does something 
to our heart. It makes us want to 
keep on keeping on. We thank 
God for friends in many parts of 
the world who have understand- 
ing minds and who know what 
Bob Jones University under God is 


ae | 
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doing and who appreciate the re- 
sults produced by the institution 
—friends who stand back of us 
with their prayers and their in- 
fluence and their co-operation. 
Coupons clipped from million-dol- 
lar bonds could not bring to our 
heart the happiness of just one let- 
ter of the type from which I quote. 

Friends, won’t you as never be- 
fore pray for Bob Jones Uni- 
versity? These are trying days. 
There are battles to be fought and 
many difficulties that have to be 
met, We are going to stay true. 
We are not.going to surrender. 
Won’t you help us in selecting the 
right type of young people who 
can be trained for Christian lead- 
ership, and won’t you invest some 


of God’s money in the work we} 


are trying to do here? We need 
your financial help. We need help 
for our building program, for the 
Student Loan: Endowment Fund, 
and for the Missionary Fund. 
Please let us hear from _ you. 
Thank you and God bless you. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C., 
(Advertisement) 


E’en as it was one bygone night ayer, 


In far off Bethlehem, 


When Jesus in a manger lay, 
No room within the inn; 
Today He’s shut outside men’s hearts, 
Hearts filled with sin and wrong, 

_ They care not that with nail pierced hand 
He’s knocked there oh so long, 


They give their presents to their friends, 
Receive gifts from each one, 

Neglecting God’s great Christmas gift~ 
He gave His only Son 

To die upon the awful cross 

And pay our debt of sin, 

To open wide the gates of Heaven 


And let us enter in. 


The gift’s still waiting at the tree, 
So few His Word believe, 

Though offered freely to all men, 
They will not Christ receive; 

The tree is just-a cross of wood, 


Unsightly to behold, 


But oh, the gift the dear Lord gives 
Is better far than gold. 


*Twill soon be Christmas 
And of the 


Whose own birthday it is. 


Than do it in this way.” 


ain, |.) See 
wee Sheen 
*** es, 2008 


3 pee No decorations fine, 


Should Christ be turned 


Eternal! life above. 


Why shoula His gift rejected be? 
How God must grieve today! _ 
When He has paid so great a price, 
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The festive spirit fills the air, 
And people’s hearts are gay, 
There’re trees and lights and lots of toys, 


day; 


S6 much is said of Santa Claus 
ifts he gives, 
So little said of God’s dear Son 


Wild merriment is on every hand, 
They drink and dance and curse, © 
They must forget what Christmas is, 
Why Jesus came to earth; : 

If He should speak at Christmas time, 
I’m sure that He would say, 

*1*d rather you my birth not keep 


oe There are no lights to light His tree, 


No pretty tinsel, talls, and bells _ 

That glitter, gleam, and shine; 

And yet there’re stains of His own blood 
To ransom our whole race, 

There’s light to guide the wanderer home 
That shines from His dear face. 


away? 


Oh! open uow your heart’s door wide, 
Receive God’s gift of love, - 
His joy and peace and grace He’ll give, 


Russell Scell wagon 


Evangelical Alliance missionary 
ip pee who sent this for THG , 


SWORD OF THE LORD. 


the seventh day of the week. No- 
tice that Jesus ate some passover 
meals, but did not eat of a pass- 
over lamb since the lambs were 
being killed while Jesus was dying 
on the cross. When Jesus hung 
on the cross it was “the prepara- 
tion of the passover”’ (John 19: 
14, 31). 

Verses 41 and 42 show that 
Christians at the great white 
throne judgment (Rev. 20:12-15) 
will rise up to testify against the 


‘/ unsaved people. These verses show 


that Jonah was a type of Christ 
and makes the event of being 
swallowed by a whale of great 
importance as a type of the burial 
and resurrection of Jesus. The 
bodily resurrection of Jesus proves 
His deity. This resurrection, ‘‘ac- 
cording to the scriptures” is part 
of the Gospel (I Cor, 15:4-8) and 
God took particular pains that 
there were many witnesses of the 
resurrected Christ. 


Note that one of the principal 
reasons for apostles was that they 
should be witnesses of the resur- 
rection (Acts 1:22) and in their 
preaching the apostles repeatedly 
referred to this resurrection. 
(ACts 2:24.06: 3:133. 4:16 
$3: 5:31, 32; 23-6; 24:15: Bis 2: 
19). The literal, bodily resurrec- 
tion of Christ is of utmost im- 
portance. Without that all preach- 
ing and faith is vain (I Cor. 15: 
14,17); the plan of salvation ‘is in- 
complete, and no one could be 
saved. 


(The above Scripture exposition is taken 
from the editor’s commentary on the Gos- 
pel of Matthew, THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. This big book, 504 pages, sells for 
$3.95. Are you missing the blessing of this 
Bible study? Get the book at your local 
book dealer’s or add 20¢ for postage and 
handling and order from The Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Lllinois.) 


EVANGELIST FREDDIE 
GAGE and singer Jimmy Snelen, 
both students in Baylor Univer- 
sity, led Oak Lawn Baptist 
Church, Waco, Texas, in a revival 
November 13-20. There were 27 
additions by baptism, 12 additions 
by letter, 68 rededications, 32 new 
family altars established, and two 
other professions of faith. Rev. 
Fred F. DeVaney was delighted 
over God’s blessings during the 
campaign. 

* 6 * 

EVANGELIST JIMMIE 
THRELFALL, 182.Luther Street, 
Pontiac, Michigan, conducted an 8- 
day Good News Campaign at Ab- 
bott Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Baltimore, Maryland, 
November ‘6-13. Pastor Milton N. 
Leininger reports that God richly 
blessed, with 35 conversions, and 
a number of rededications, and 
several joined the church. He com- 
mends the work of the evangelist. 

* * * 


- REV. FRANK HARPELL, as- 
sisted by his musical wife, was 
at First Baptist Church, Canas- 
tota, New York, November 6-20. 
Aside from the regular revival 
services, special meetings were 
held during their ministry there. 
The report says that nine or ten 
were converted in visitation, car- 
ried on in the afternoons, with a 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


total of eighteen confessing Christ 
during the revival. 

The evangelist’s address is now 
825 Main Street, Reading, Massa- 
chusetts. 
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LOW AS $54.50. New DeLuxe Postcard 
Duplicator with automatic feed; adjustable 
for size and weight of card or paper, in- 
eluding supply kit $12.75. Extra quire of 
stencils $1.35. Standard and portable type- 
writers—new and rebuilt at special price 
to Sword of the Lord readers. The Type- 
writer Specialists, 5541 S. Ashland Ave, 
Chicago 86, Ill. GRovehill 6-8100, 


GOSPEL TENTS 
Canvas steaBrarea Tabernacles 


METAL SEAT ENDS 
Smith Mfg, Co., Daiton, Ga. 
Over 50 Years in Business 


FLY TO THE HOLY LANDS 

Including Mt. Sinai, Babylon, Petra, Luxor, 

enon Paris, Rome, Pompeii, Athens, 
airo. 

Four weeks tour by plane, train, auto 
Summer Tour: June 9-July 11 
Also “‘Christmas in Bethlehem’ . 
Budget-Priced © Time Payments 

Directors are Bible Professors 
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“Concerning Himself” 


(Luke 24:27) 


by Shel Helsley 


The Birth of Christ 


(Continued from ‘page-1) 


lying in a manger. And suddenly 
there was with the angel a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host prais- 
ing God, and saying, Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.’ — Luke 
2:1-14. 

It was needful that it should be 


distinctly proven, beyond all dis- 


pute, that our Lord sprang out of 
Judah. It was necessary, also, that 
He should be born in Bethlehem- 
Ephratah, according to the Word 


things are ordered well. 


When all persons of the house > 


of David were thus driven to 
Bethlehem, the scanty accommo- 
dation of the little town would 
soon be exhausted. Doubtless 
friends entertained their friends 
till their houses were all full; but 
Joseph had no such willing kins- 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Year for all your friends, with Auld Lang Syne! 


Come in today and demonstrate the magic of the 
built-in Organo, of ““Minit-Music”, yourself, You'll 


be playing in minutes! 


) Chosen men of God had spoken, II Pet, 1:20-21 
es O’er the years the Word had come, Heb. 1:1 
os Holy Writ cannot be broken, John 10:35 - 
& In God’s time—the Promised One. Acts 13:23 a3 C H R | 8 . M, A 6 on e a 
ee Generations rising, falling, Ps. 105:8 | AC KS! A J 
Waiting, hoping they might see, Luke 2:25 
. Him, for whom their hearts were calling, Rom, 10:10 
Lord of all eternity. Ps. 90:2 
Prophet after Moses’ pattern, Deut. 18:15 
Priest like Aaron, only pure, Heb. 4:14-16 
King like David, but not earthen, John 8:23 #, 
For this Kingdom shall endure, Isa. 9:7 oe a 
Surely such a mighty ruler Prov. 23:11 | 2a I-—....60@ Occ 
Must with pomp and splendor come, Isa. 53:2 | | (QR) | 
Few envisioned His appearing Luke 19:43-44 es shes 
With a stable for His home. Luke 2:12 = 92) et (HR ce a 
Just as Scripture had foretold it Isa. 42:9 ' 
Lo, a Virgin shall conceive, Isa. 7:14 : 
Child is born and Son is given, Isa. 9:6 : 
Who would this report believe? Isa. 53:1 : 
Grew in stature, rose in favor, Luke 2:52 P 
Hailed by Zacharias’ son, | Luke 1:67-76 THIS ONE BEAUTIFUL INSTRUMENT | 
Lamb of God, repent and follow, ohn 1: . 
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But beyond His life and teachings, I Cor, 15:3 RGANO- ' ¢ 
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of the Lord which He spake by His 
servant Micah. But how could a WHAT WAS THE 7 13 77 
public recognition of the lineage 
of an obscure carpenter and an © APIT AL OF 
unknown maiden be procured? 15 16 17 18 9 20 
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the King of kings. Augustus is 
constrained to tax the people; it 
‘js imperative that a census be 
taken; nay, it is of necessity that 
inconvenient, harsh and tyrannical 
regulations should be published, 
and every person must repair to 
the town to which he was reputed 
to belong. Thus Mary is brought 


‘to Bethlehem, Jesus Christ is born 


as appointed, and moreover, He 


‘js recognized officially as being 
descended from David by the fact 


| 


that His mother came to Bethle- 


‘hem as being of that lineage, re- 
‘mained there, 


and returned to 
Galilee without having her claims 
questioned, although the jealousy 
of all the women of the clan would 
have been aroused had an intruder 
ventured to claim a place among 
the few females to whom the 


‘birth of Messiah was now by ‘ex- 
i press prophecies confined. Remark 
“here the wisdom of a God of 
“providence, and believe that all 


CLEWS ACROSS 

1 One of the Disciples—a fisher- 
man 

2 One time Capital of Syria 

12 Metals 

14 Father of Sheba, who revolted 
from King David’s army. (II 
Sam. 20:1) 

15 Peacock butterfly 

17 Worthless—term of reproach in 
the time of Christ. (Matt. 5:22) 

19 Tellurium 

20 For example 

21 Female of the fallowdeer—na- 
tive of Palestine 

23 Roman household gods 

25 Variant of oath 


26 Priest—‘“a ready scribe in the 
law of Moses” 

28 A woman was made of this 

29 Woody plant—created the third 
da 

30 Whence the wise men came 

32 City in Canaan taken by Jo- 
shua. (Josh. 7:2) 


33 Means of travel 
times | 

39 The bride in the Song of Solo- 
mon. (Song of Solomon 6:13) 

37 Note 

39 Jewish word signifying foun- 
tain—used in formation of Pro- 
per names 

40 Ancient stringed instrument 

42 Above 

44 Son of Benjamin. ¢Gen. 46: 21) 

46 Is worthless when the savor is 


in ‘ modern 


gone 

48 Color, “in the sky denotes fair 
weather.” (Matt. 16:2) 

49 Mingled 

51 Impair 

o2 Mighty man of war, of the 


house of Benjamin 

53 Debtor 

54 Threshing floor beyond Jordan 
where Joseph mourned his fath- 
er 

56 Pronoun 

57 Same as Isaiah 


60 Stone (precious) used in Aaron’s 


breastplate of judgment. (Ex. 
28:20) 

62 “More subtil than any beast of 
the field’ 


Cold 


or) 
Ww 


CLEWS DOWN 
Unreasonable conceit that 
“soeth before a fall’ 
Preposition 
Do wrong 
True 
Note well 
Small birds found in Palestine 
Chill 
Exclamation 
Natives of an island in the 
Mediterranean, “Who” Titus 
said, “are always liars” 

The heavens. (Luke 2:14) 
13 Disfigurement 
Exude 


jt 
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18 City of Judea, where lived a 


rich disciple of Jesus. 
27:57): 
22 Ages 


(Matt. 


24 Initials of an English poetess 

25 Conjunction 

27 Son of Jacob and Zilpah 

29 A Greek whom Paul addressed 
as “mine own son after the 
common faith.” (Titus 1:4) 


31 A wine measure or wine con- 


tainer 

32 Distress. (Ps. 114:5) 

34 Features of splendor. (Rom. 8: 
18) 

36 A rock near Bethlehem, where 
Samson dwelt. (Judges 15:8) 

38 Unwilling. (Micah 2:8) 

41 A region between the Persian 
Gulf and the Caspian Sea 

43 Editor 

44 Metric measure of volume 

45 Preposition 

47 Tendency 

49 Scottish hillside 

50 Sharp flavor 

53 Downward inclination 

So Color | 

58 City in Moab 

61 Roman numeral 
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Page Five 


The Birth of Christ 


(Continued from page 4) 


men in the town. There was the 
caravanserai, which was provided 
in every village, where free ac- 
commodation was given to travel- 
ers; this, too, was full; for coming 
from a distance, and compelled to 
travel slowly, the humble couple 
had arrived late in the day. The 
rooms within the great brick 
square were already occupied with 
families. There remained no better 
lodging, even for a woman in tra- 
vail, then one of the meaner spaces 
appropriated, to beasts of burden. 
The stall of the ass was the only 
place where the child could be 
born. By hanging a curtain at its 
front, and perhaps tethering the 
animal on the outer side to block 
the passage, the needed seclusion 
could be obtained, and here, in 
the stable, was the King of Glory 
born, and in the manger was He 
laid. 


No Room in the Inn 


“And she brought forth her first- 
born son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in 
a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn.” 

The text says that He was laid 
in a manger because there was no 
room for Him in the inn. There 
were other places besides the inn 
which had no room for Christ. 

The palaces of emperors and the 
halls of kings afforded the royal 
stranger no refuge. 

Alas! my brethren, seldom is 
there room for Christ in palaces! 
How could the kings of earth re- 
ceive the Lord? He is the Prince 
of Peace, and they delight in war! 
He breaks their bows and cuts 
their spears in sunder; He burneth 
their war chariots in the fire. How 
could kings accept the humble 
Saviour? They love grandeur and 
pomp, and He is all simplicity and 
meekness. He is a carpenter’s son, 
and the fisherman’s companion. 
How can princes find room for the 
new-born monarch? Why, He 
teaches us to do to others as we 
would that they should do to us, 
and this is a- thing which kings 
would find very hard to reconcile 
with the knavish tricks of politics 
and the grasping designs of ambi- 
tion. O great. ones of the earth, 
I am but little astonished that 
amid your glories, and pleasures, 
and wars, and councils, ye forget 


“the Anointed, and cast out the 


Lord of All. There is no‘room for 
Christ with the kings. Look 
throughout the kingdoms of the 
earth now, and with here and 
there an exception it is still true 
—‘‘The kings of the earth stand 
up, and the‘rulers take counsel 


“together, against the Lord and 


against his anointed.” In Heaven 
we shall see here and there a mon- 
arch; but, ah! how few! “Not 
many great men after the flesh, 
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not many mighty are chosen.” 
State chambers, cabinets, throne- 
rooms, and royal palaces are about 
as little frequented by Christ as’ 
the jungles and swamps of India 
by the cautious traveler. He fre- 
quents cottages far more often 
than regal residences, for there is 
no room for Jesus Christ in regal 
halls, 


When the Eternal bows the skies 
To visit earthly things, 
With scorn divine He turns His 
eyes 
From towers of haughty kings. 


He bids His awful chariot roll 
Far downward from the skies, 
To visit every humble soul 
With pleasure in His eyes. 


But there were senates, there 
were forums of political discus- 
sion, there were the places where 
the representatives of the people 
make the laws. Was there no room 
for Christ there? Alas! my breth- 
ren, none; and to this’day there 
is very little room for Christ in 
parliaments. How seldom is re- 
ligion recognized by politicians! 
The true Christ and they that fol- 
low Him and dare to obey His 
laws in an evil generation, what 
room is there for such? Christ and 
His Gospel—oh! this is sectarian- 
ism, and is scarcely worthy of the 
notice of contempt. Who pleads 
for Jesus in the senate? Is not 
His religion, under the name of 
sectarianism, the great terror of 
all parties? Who quotes His golden 
rule as a direction for prime min- 
isters, or preaches Christlike for- 
giveness as a rule for national 
policy? One or two will give Him 
a good word, but if it be put to 
the vote whether the Lord Jesus 
should be obeyed or no, it will 
be many a day before the ayes 
have it. Parties, policies, place- 
hunters, and pleasure-seekers ex- 
clude the Representative of Heav- 
en from a place among the repre- 
sentatives of earth. 


Might there not be found some 
room for Christ in what is called 
good society? Were there not in 
Bethlehem some people that were 
very. respectable, who kept them- 
selves aloof from the common mul- 
titude, persons of reputation and 
standing—could not they find 
room for Christ? Ah, dear friends, 
it is too much the case that there 
is no room for Him in what is 
called good society. There is room 
for all the silly little forms by 
which men choose to trammel 
themselves; room for the vain 
niceties of etiquette; room for 
frivolous conversation; room for 
the adoration of the body; room 
for the setting up of this and that 
as the idol of the hour; but there 
is too little room for Christ, and 
it is/ far from fashionable to fol- 
low the Lord fully. The advent of 
Christ would be the last thing 
which gay society would desire; 
the very mention of His name by 
the | lips of love would cause a 
strange sensation. Should you be- 
gin to talk about the things of 
Christ in many a circle, you would 
be tabooed at once. “I will never 
ask that man to my house again,” 
so-and-so would say—‘“if he must 


| bring his religion with him.” Folly 


and finery, rank and honor, jewels 
and glitter; frivolity and fashion, 
all report that. there is no room 
for Jesus in their abodes. 


But is there not room for Him 
on the exchange? Cannot He be 
taken to the marts of commerce? 
Ah, dear friends, how little of the 
spirit and life and doctrine of 
Christ can be found here! The 
trader finds it inconvenient to be 
too scrupulous; the merchant of- 
ten discovers that if he is to make 
a fortune he must break his con- 
science. How many there are— 
well, I will not say they tell lies 
directly, but still, still, still—I had 
better say it plainly—they do lie 
indirectly with a vengeance. Who 
does not know as he rides along 
that there must be many liars 
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abroad? for almost every house 
you see is “The cheapest house 
in London,” which can hardly be; 
full sure they cannot all be cheap- 
est! What sharp practice some in- 
dulge in! What puffery and false- 
hood! What cunning and sleight of 
hand! What woes would my Mas- 
ter pronounce on some of you if 
He looked into your shop windows, 
or stood behind your counters. 
Bankruptcies, swindlings, frauds 
are so abundant that in hosts of 
cases there is no room for Jesus 
in the mart or the shop. 


Then there are the schools of 
the philosophers, surely they will 
entertain Him. The wise men will 
find in Him incarnate wisdom. He, 
who as a youth, is to become the 
teacher of doctors, who will sit 
down and ask them questions and 
receive their answers, surely He 
will find room at once among the 
Grecian sages, and men of sense 
and wit will honor Him. “Room 
for Him, Socrates and Plato! 
Stoics and Epicureans, give ye 
way; and you, ye teachers of Is- 
rael, vacate your seats.,If there 
is no room for this Child without 
in the schools of philosophy if we 
put you all forth.” No, dear 
friends, but it is not so. There is 
very little room for Christ in col- 
leges and universities, very little 
room for Him in the seats of 
learning. How often learning helps 
men to raise objections to Christ! 
Too often learning is the forge 
where the nails are made for 
Christ’s crucifixion; too often hu- 
man wit has become the artificer 
who has pointed the spear and 
made the shaft with which His 
heart should be pierced. Philos- 
ophy, falsely so called (for true 
philosophy, if it were handled 
aright, must ever be Christ's 
friend), philosophy, falsely so call- 
ed, hath done mischief to Christ; 
but seldom hath it served His 
cause. A few with splendid talents, 
a few of the erudite and profound 
have bowed like children at the 
feet of the Babe of Bethlehem, and 
have been honored in bowing there, 
but too many, conscious of their 
knowledge, stiff and stern in their 
conceit of wisdom, have said— 
“Who is Christ, that we should 
acknowledge Him?” 


On the Hillside Near 
Bethlehem 
Shepherds were keeping their 
flocks by night on the hills around 
Bethlehem; probably a_ calm, 
peaceful night, wherein they felt 
the usual difficulty of keeping 
their weary eyelids still uplifted 
as sleep demanded its due of them. 


On a sudden, to their amaze- 
ment, a mighty blaze lit up the 
heavens, and turned midnight in- 
to midday:“The glory of the Lord, 
by which, according to the idiom 
of the language, is meant the 
greatest conceivable glory as well 
as a divine glory, surrounded and 
alarmed them; and in the midst of 
it they saw a shining spirit, a form 
the like of which they had never 
beheld before, but of which they 
had heard their fathers speak, and 
of which they had read in the 
books of the prophets, so that they 
knew it to be an angel. It was 
indeed no common messenger from 
Heaven, but “the angel of the 
Lord,” that choice presence angel, 
whose privilege it is to stand near- 
est the heavenly majesty, ‘“’mid 
the bright ones doubly bright,” 
and to be employed on weightiest 
errands from the eternal throne. 
“The angel of the Lord came wpon 
them.” Are you astonished that at 
first they were afraid? Would not 
you be alarmed if such.a thing 
should happen.to you? The still- 
ness of the night, the suddenness 
of the apparition, the extraordin- 
ary splendor of the light, the 
supernatural appearance of the 
angel—all would tend to astound 
them, and to put them into a 
quiver of reverential alarm; for I 
doubt not there was a mixture 
both of reverence and of fear in 
that feeling which is described as 
being “sore afraid.” They would 


have fallen on their faces to the: 


ground in fright, had there not 
dropped out of that “glory of the 
Lord” a gentle voice, which said, 
“Fear not.” They were calmed by 
that sweet comfort, and enabled to 
listen to the announcement which 
followed. ; 

Then that voice, in accents 
sweet as the notes of a silver bell, 
proceeded to say, “Behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the 


jinearnate Deity may be folly to 


city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.” 


Angels 

This one incident in angelic his- 
tory is enough to weld our hearts 
to them forever. 

How free from envy the angels 
were! Christ did not come from 
Heaven to save their compeers 
when they fell. When Satan, the 
mighty angel, dragged with him 
a third part of the angels of 
Heaven, Christ did not stoop from 
His throne to die for them; but 
He left them to be reserved in 
chains and darkness until the last 
great day. Yet angels did not envy 
men. Though they remembered 
that He took not up angels, yet 
they did not murmur when He 
took up the seed of Abraham; 
and though the blessed Master 
had never condescended to take 
the angel’s form, they did not 
think it beneath them to express 
their joy when they found Him 
arrayed in the body of an infant. 

How free, too, they were from 
pride! They were not ashamed to 
come and tell the news to humble 
shepherds. Methinks they had as 
much joy in pouring out their 
songs that night before the shep- 
herds, who were watching with 
their flocks, as they would have 
had if they had been ,commandéd 
by their Master to sing their hymn 
in the halls of Caesar. Mere men— 
men possessed with pride, think 
it a fine thing to preach before 
kings and princes; and think it 
great condescension now and then 
to have to minister to the humble 
crowd. Not so the angels. They 
gladly sped from their bright 
seats above to tell the shepherds 
on the plain by night the marvel- 
ous story of an Incarnate God. 


And mark how well they told 
the story, and surely you will love 
them! Not with the stammering 
tongue of him that tells a tale in 
which he hath no interest; nor 
even with the feigned interest of a 
man that would move the passions 
of others, when he feeleth no emo- 
tion himself; but with joy and 
gladness, such as angels only can 
know. They sang the story out, 
for they could not stay to tell it 
in heavy prose. Methinks they 
sang it with gladness in their eyes; 
with their hearts burning with 
love, and with breasts as full of 
joy as if the good news to man 
had been good news to themselves. 
And, verily, it was good news to 
them, for the heart of sympathy 
makes good news to others, good 
news to itself. 


Did you ever hear of angels hov- 
ering around the assemblies of 
philosophical societies? Very in- 
teresting papers are sometimes 
produced speculating upon geo- 
logical facts; startling discoveries 
are every now and then made as 
to astronomy and the laws of 
motion; we are frequently sur- 
prised at the results of chemical 
analyses; yet I do not remember 
ever reading even in poetry that 
angelic beings have: shown any 
excitement at the news. The fact 
is, that the story of the world’s 
history in geologic times, and all 


toward men,” and if with a frown- 
ing brow and a stammering tongue 
he delivered his message, if I had 
been there and heard it, I should 
have scrupled to believe him, for 
I should have said, “You don’t 
look like the messenger that God 
would send—stammering fellow as 
you are—with such glad news as 
this.” But when the angels came 
there was no doubting the truth 
of what they said, because it was 
quite certain that they believed it; 
they told it as if they did, for they 
told it with singing, with joy and 
gladness. 

If some friend, having heard 
that a legacy was left you, should 
come to you with a solemn count- 
enance, and with a tongue like a 
funeral bell, saying, “Do you know 
So-and-so has left you fifty thou- 
sand dollars?” Why, you would 
say, “Ah! I dare say,” and laugh 
in his face. But if your brother 
should suddenly burst into your 
room, and exclaim, “I say, what 
do you think? You are a rich 
man; So-and-so has left you fifty 
thousand dollars!”” Why you would 
say, “I think it is very likely to 
be true, for he looks so Rappy 
over it.” Well, when these angels 
came from Heaven they told the 
news just as if they believed it; 
and though I have often wickedly 
doubted my Lord’s good will, I 
think I never could have doubted 
it while I heard those angels sing- 
ing. No; I should say, “The mes- 
sengers themselves are proof of 
the truth, for it seems they have 
heard it from God’s lips. They 
have no doubt about it, for see 
how joyously they tell the news.” 


Now, poor soul, thou that art 
afraid lest God should destroy 
thee, and that thinkest that God 
will never have mercy upon thee, 
look at the singing angels and 
doubt if thou darest. Do not go 
to the synagogue of long-faced 
hypocrites to hear the minister 
who preaches with a nasal twang, 
with misery in his face, whilst he 
tells you that God has goodwill 
towards men, I know you won’t 
believe what he says, for he does 
not preach with joy in his count- 
enance. He ‘is telling you good 
news with a grunt, and you are 
not likely to receive it. But go 
straightway to the plain where 
Bethlehem shepherds sat by night, 
and when you hear the angels 
singing out the Gospel, by the 
grace of God upon you, you can- 
not help believing that they mani- 
festly feel the preciousness of tell- 
ing. Blessed birth, that brings such 
creatures as angels to confirm our 
faith in God! 


Shepherds and Wise Men 


The incarnation of the Son of 
God was one of the greatest events 
in the history of the universe. Its 
actual occurrence was not, how- 
ever, known to all mankind, but 
was specially revealed to the 
Shepherds of Bethlehem and to 
certain wise men of the East. To 
shepherds—illiterate men, little 
versed in human _ learning—the 
angels in choral song made known 
the birth of the Saviour, Christ 


the facts about this world, are as 
well known to angels as the let- | 
ters of the alphabet are to us. All! 
our profound sciences and recon- | 
dite theories to them must seem 
utterly contemptible, ‘Those august 
minds which have been long ago 
created of God, and preserved from 
defilement by His decree, are bet- 
ter able to judge than we are of 
the importance of things; and 
when we find them deeply inter- 
ested in a matter, it cannot be of 
small account. Concerning an In- 
carnate God, it is said, “which 
things the angels desire to look 
into.” Their views of God’s mani- 
festing Himself in the flesh are 
such that over the mercy-seat they 
stand gazing in reverent admira- 
tion, and before the throne they 
sing, “Worthy is the Lamb, for 
He was slain.” The doctrine of 


the Greeks, and the vainglorious 
wiseacres of this world may call it 
commonplace, but to angels it is 
an ever-flowing fount of adoring 
admiration. They turn from every 
other sight to view the incarnate 
Redeemer, regarding His conde- 
scending deed of grace as a bot- 
tomless ocean of mystery, a top- 
less steep of wonder. 

Now, if when. Christ came on 
this earth God had sent some black 
creature down from Heaven (if 
there be such creatures there) to 
tell us, “Glory to God in the high- 


est, and on earth peace, good will 


the Lord, and they hastened to 
Bethlehem to see the great sight; 
while the scribes, the writers of 
the law and expounders of it, knew 
nothing concerning the long-prom- 
ised birth of the Messiah. No an- 
gelic bands entered the assembly 
of the Sanhedrin and proclaimed 
that the Christ was born; and 
when the chief priests and Phari- 
sees were met together, though 
they gathered around copies of the 
law to consider where Christ 
should be born, yet it was not 
known to them that He was ac- 
tually come, nor do they seem to 
have taken more than a passing 
interest in the matter, though 
they might have known that then 
was the time spoken of by the pro- 
phets when the great Messiah 
should come. How mysterious are 
the dispensations of grace; the 
base things are chosen and the 
eminent are passed by! The advent 
of the Redeemer is revealed to 
the shepherds who kept their 
flocks of sheep by night, but not 
to the shepherds whose benighted 
sheep were left to stray. Admire 
therein the sovereignty of God. 


The glad tidings were made 
known also to wise men, magi, 
students of the stars and of old 
prophetic books from the far-off 
East. It Would not be possible to 
tell how far off their native coun- 
try lay; it may have been so dis- 
tant that the journey occupied 
‘ (Continued on page 6) 
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Page Six 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, Deeb 28, 1955 


**] Resolve ... 


(Continued from page 1) 


armed forces of our country write 
me that they are shocked by the 
gambling, the lewd talk, the drink- 
ing, the godlessness of their com- 
panions in the Army or Navy or 
the Marine Corps. A letter 
from a young soldier says that 
among 400 men he has not yet 
found one earnest Christian com- 
panion. Often such young men 
write, “It is hard to live a Chris- 
tian life in the Army.” 

But the boy Daniel was carried 
away captive into Babylon when 
he was probably of only high- 
school age. There Daniel was sur- 
rounded by idolatry in a heathen 
country with only three com- 
panions that knew the Lord. The 
strict ceremonial law by which he 
lived was utterly unknown to his 
Babylonian friends who worship- 
ped idols, practiced heathen magic, 
and were accustomed to drunken- 
ness .and all kinds of license. Ad- 
ded to this, Daniel had special 
temptations because the king pro- 
vided wine and ceremonially un- 
clean food from his own table 
every day for Daniel and his com- 
panions. Daniel might have writ- 
ten a letter back to any rela- 
tives who still lived in Jerusalem 
and have said, “It is certainly hard 
to live a godly life in wicked Baby- 
lon, among heathen companions, 
surrounded with every temptation, 
and with only three friends who 
know the Lord.” 


But Daniel made a holy resolu- 
tion and kept it. In Daniel 1:8 we 
are told that “Daniel purposed 
in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the portion of 
the king’s meat, nor with the 
wine which he drank.” Daniel 
would not defile himself! That was 
his holy resolution and he kept it. 
for more than seventy years. The 
purity of his life, the transpar- 
ent. nobility and righteousness of 
his character, lifted him to emin- 
ence in the reign of one emperor 
after another; Nebuchadnezzar, 
Belshazzar, Darius and Cyrus. Oh, 
if young men today, and young 
women, would only make this holy 
vow that Daniel made, a vow of 
purity, a vow of clean living, a 
vow to live a life without re- 
proach, without defilement! 


There are several remarkable 
features of Daniel’s good resolu- 
tion to which I call your attention. 


1. Daniel really meant business 
with God! He was willing to risk 
all his future in the palace of Neb- 
uchadnezzar on this good resolu- 
tion not to deifle himself. A little 


. later he continued his thrice daily 


prayer before a window opened to- 
ward Jerusalem although he knew 
it meant going to the lion’s den, 
just as his three companions defied 
King Nebuchadnezzar and would 
not bow down to his great image 
in the plain of Dura, though they- 
knew it meant the fiery furnace 
for them. Daniel was willing to die 
for his purpose of heart. Oh, if out 
of the last terrible war we had 
learned that there were some prin- 
ciples worth dying for, some con- 
victions that good men must keep 
though ~it means the loss of 
everything else in the world but 
honor, the terrible bloodshed will 
not have been in vain! Daniel real- 
ly meant business when he made 
a vow. 

Young people tell me that they 
cannot quit cigarettes! they com- 
plain that they will be friendless 
outcasts if they do not go with 
their crowd in drinking, dancing, 
petting. They do not want to ap- 
pear “queer,” They simply do not 
mean business with God as Daniel 
did. Some Christians long to be 
soul winners but tremble at the 
thought of giving up the licentious 
shows and movies. Oh, reader, in 
this New Year, 1956, do you really 
mean business with God? Will you 
say you will come out and not de- 
file your Christian life and testi- 
mony? Are you willing to suffer 
if need be, to be ostracized by 
some, to be undefiled and pure in 
life, so God can use you? 

2. Daniel was humble about his 
purity. Notice that the vow was 
made in his heart. He was willing 
to die for his convictions, but he 
did not defy the prince of the eu- 
nuchs. Rather, the same verse that 


_ tells of his holy vows says, ‘“‘There- 


file himself.” 


fore he requested of the prince of 
the eunuchs that he might not de- 
Notice that word 


“a.~ “requested.” Daniel did not defy, 
“he did not er: he did not 
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boast, he simply requested the 
eunuch that he might eat pulse in- 
stead of the meat from the king’s 
table. Later there would come 
times when he must defy authority 
but never until it was absolutely 
necessary. Daniel was not a Phar- 
isee. He was always most re- 
spectful to the authority of those 
over him. He was always in deep 
concern about others around him. 
Good people who have a ‘holier 
than thou’ attitude lose more in 
their wicked pride than they gain 
in their separation from the world 
in other matters. Many, many 
Christians cannot win their unsav- 
ed loves ones because of this sin. 


3. In Daniel’s purity he won all 
that one would expect him to lose. 
Daniel was willing to die for his 
convictions, but God so blessed 
him that he received the highest 
honors possible from Nebuchad- 
nezzar, from Belshazzar, from 
Darius and Cyrus. In the long run 
it pays to be pure. The girl who 
will not be defiled by petting and 
the embrace of the dance-hall 
and the lewdness that is every- 
where expected will make a better 
marriage, and will have greater 
love and respect from her hus- 
band, than the girl who shameless- 
ly allows every advance; hoping 
she will be popular with the 
boys. The young man in the 
Army who has a quick conscience 
about right and wrong, who will 
not drink nor gamble, who does 
his work with a holy zeal for God, 
may be laughed at by his compan- 
ions but he will likely be promoted 
sooner because he can be trusted. 
I remember when, in 1918, in 
Camp MacArthur, Texas, $50,000 
worth of dental supplies were 
signed over to my care and I car- 
ried the keys to the storerocom 
with instructions from the major 
that not even an officer was to be 
allowed to take any supplies with- 
out my O. K. At the time I was 
a first class private. But I was 
a Christian. Though I was ac- 
counted a little queer, he knew 
I would not drink the _ alco- 
hol and I would not steal the gold 
for dental fillings and I would not 
sell the supplies that belonged to 
the government! In the long run 
purity pays. 

How many Christians there are 
who ought to pray the prayer of 
David, “Create in me a clean heart, 
O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me” (Ps. 51:10). How 
we ought to observe that’holy com- 
mandment given to the young 
preacher, Timothy, ‘‘Keep thyself 
pure” (I Tim, 5:22). 


It is a new year, so why not to- 
day purpose in your heart that 
you will not defile yourself with 
tobacco, nor with the other things 
that grieve the heart of God and 


hurt.a Christian’s influence and 


Stain his character? 


II. Jacob’s Vow to Tithe 
Jacob and Esau were twins, but 
Esau was born first and so ordi- 
narily would have been the fa- 


vored child with the birthright of |. 


leadership in the tribe. But Jacob 
deceived his father, Isaac, and 
stole the blessing that Esau 
thought should have been his. 
Then Jacob fled from his brother’s 
wrath. As the weary boy slept on 
the ground at Bethel, with a stone 
for his pillow, God gave him a vi- 
sion of a ladder reaching up to 
Heaven with angels ascending and 
descending. It was a gracious time 
for the young man, his first close 
personal contact with God, we 
suppose. Genesis 28:16-22 tells the 
rest of the story: 

“And Jacob awaked out of his 
sleep, and he said, Surely the 
Lord is in this place; and I knew 
it not. And he was afraid, and 
said, How dreadful is this place! 
this is none other but the house 
of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven. And Jacob rose up early 
in the morning, and took the stone 
that he had put for his pil- 
lows, and set it up for a pillar, 
and poured oil upon the top of 
it. And he called the name of 
that place Beth-el: but the name 
of that city was called Luz at 
the first. And Jacob vowed a 
vow, saying, If God will be with 
me, and will. Keep me. in this 
way that I go, and will give me 
bread to eat, and raiment to put 
on, So that I come again to my 
father’s house in peace; then 
shall the Lord be my God; And 


this stone, which I have set for a 
pillar, shall be God’s house: and 
of all that thou shalt give me I 
will ‘surely give the tenth unto 
thee.” 

Here was a holy vow that Jacob 
seems to have kept all of his days. 
The Lord God was his God and he 
never worshipped an idol, though 
his companions did. Bethel was to 
him the house of God and there 
he returned for blessings of his 
God more than once. And always, 
as long as he lived, we have reason 
to believe that he gave God the 
tithe, one-tenth of his income or 
more. 


I think that here Jacob came to 
a personal knowledge of God, and 
a personal salvation through his 
dependence on God for mercy and 
forgiveness. And some reader this 
day ought to say, “Then shall the 
Lord be my God.” Others today 
ought to select, under God’s lead- 
ing, some place where you may 
worship regularly and say, ‘“This 
shall be God’s house to me.” The 
Bible clearly teaches that Chris- 
tians ought to assemble them- 
selves together for worship. Chris- 
tians ought not to stay where the 
Word is not preached, where 
Christ is not honored, where it is 
not really the house of God. But 
Christians ought not to be like 
lost sheep without a_ shepherd, 
wandering around from place to 
place with no sense of responsibi- 
lity to any church or any pastor. 
Church membership in a local con- 
eregation is clearly taught in the 
New Testament and the idea is 
even foreshadowed here in the Old 
Testament, 


And many Christians who read 
this ought to make the vow that 
Jacob made, “And of all that thou 
shalt give me I will surely give 
the tenth unto thee.” 


Remember that this is not a 
part of the Mosaic law. Moses had 
never been born, and would not be 
born for hundreds of years. ‘There 
had been no Mount Sinai experi- 
ence, no tables of stone, no cere- 
monial law, no tabernacle, no 
priesthood. Tithing had been prac- 
ticed by Abraham long before. He 
gave tithes unto Melchizedec who 
was “the priest of the most high 
God” (Gen. 14:18-20). And in Ro- 
mans 4 Abraham is clearly held to 
be an example for all New Testa- 
ment Christians. 


Many New ‘Testament Scrip- 
tures teach that no one should 
give less than a tithe. I Corin- 
thians 16:2 says, ‘Upon the first 
day of the- week let evety one of 
you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him, that there be 
no gatherings when I come.” Each 
Christian is to give “as God hath 
prospered him,” that is, in direct 
proportion to his income. What 
proportion? One twentieth? One 
half? Well, certainly not less than 
one tenth. Why should God ask 
more of a Jew under law than He 
asks of a Christian under grace? 
Why should a Jew love God more 
than a New Testament Christian? 
Why should a Jew be able to trust 


God about daily supplies better 


than a New Testament Christian? 
And II Corinthians 9:6 tells us 
that “He which soweth- sparingly 
shall reap also sparingly; and he 
which soweth bountifully shall 
reap also bountifully.” Here we 
find that the Old ‘Testament 
teaching is repeated in the New 
Testament, that Christians are 


“prospered, even materially, in pro- 


portion to their giving. 

In Malachi 3:10 the promise is, 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it.” In 
that same passage we are plainly 
told that all who do not bring both 
tithes and free-will offerings be- 
sides to the Lord rob God and are 
dishonest."But one who does bring 
in tithes is not under a curse, but 
will prove that God provides for 
His own. 

Remember again that Jesus said 
in the New Testament, in Luke 6: 
38: “Give, and it shall be given un- 
to you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into 
your bosom. For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it 
shall be measured to you again.” 

No doubt the principal reason 
for Jacob’s prosperity was his 
faithfulness in keeping his vow to 
God. God still keeps His promises. 
Thousands of Christians have 


The Birth of Christ 


(Continued from page 5) 


nearly the whole of the two years 
of which they spake concerning 


the appearance of the star. Travel- |. 


ing was slow in those days, sur- 
rounded with difficulties and many 
dangers. They may have come 
from Persia, or India, or Tartary, 
or even from the mysterious land 
of Sinim, now known to us as 
China. If so, strange and uncouth 
must have been the speech of 
those who worshiped around the 
young Child at Bethlehem. Yet 
needed He no interpreter to under- 
stand and accept their adoration. 

Why was the birth of the King 
of the Jews made known to these 
foreigners, and not to those near- 
er home? Why did the Lord select 
those who were so many hun- 
dreds of miles away, while the 
children of the kingdom, in whose 
very midst the Saviour was 
brought forth, were yet strangely 
ignorant of His presence? 

See here again another instance 
of the sovereignty of God. Both 
in shepherds and in Eastern magi 
gathering around the young Child, 
I see God dispensing His favors as 
He wills; and, as I see it, I ex- 
claim, “I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because 
thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes. Even so, 


——— 


Father; for so it seemed good in 
thy sight.” 

Herein we see again another in- 
stance of God’s sovereign will. As 
of old there were many widows in 
Israel in the days of Elijah the 
prophet, but unto none of them 
was Elijah sent, save unto the wo- 
man of Sarepta; so many there 
were who were called wise men 
among the Jews, but unto none 
of them did the star appear; but it 
shone on Gentile eyes, and led a 
chosen company from the ends of 
the earth to bow at’ Emmanuel’s 
feet. 

Shepherds glorified God, and so 
may you. Remember there is one 
thing in which they had a prefer- 
ence over the wise men. The wise 
men wanted a star to lead them; 
the shepherds did not. The wise 
men went wrong even with a star, 
and stumbled into Jerusalem; the 
shepherds went straight away to 
Bethlehem. Simple minds some- 
times find a glorified Christ where 
heads, much puzzled with their 
lore, miss Him. A good doctor used 
to say, “Lo, these simpletons have 
entered into the kingdom, while 
we learned men have been fum- 
bling for the latch.” It is often so; 
and so, ye simple minds, be ye 
comforted. 

—THE END— 


found that they had more money 
because they faithfully brought 
the tithes and offerings for God’s 
service. You may say you. cannot 
afford to tithe, and out of long 
experience I answer that you can- 
not afford not to tithe. You have 
less money to spend, you have 
more sickness, more trouble, more 
poverty, if you do not tithe. No 
one ever lost out by giving to God. 
You cannot beat God at giving 
and He will open the windows of 
Heaven and pour you out a bles- 
sing that you cannot receive it, 
if you will prove Him, according 
to His Word. All you have in this 
world, every penny of money, e- 
very bit of food, every possession, 
really belongs to God and you hold 
it only as a steward. Will you not, 
as an honest steward, set out to- 
day to give God the token payment 
that He demands? Will you not to- 
day make the vow that Jacob 
made, “‘And of all that thou shalt 
give me I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee’? 


_If you will make that vow and 
keep it, with an honest heart, I 
promise you that 1956 will be a 
more prosperous year for you than 
it would otherwise be. And how 
near God will prove Himself to be 
to your heart! 


Ill. David’s Vows About 
Prayer and ‘the Word © 
of God 


David was a man after God’s 
own heart, and again and again we 
find him making solemn resolu- 
tions to do better. Throughout the 
Psalms his vows are recorded. He 
said, “I will love thee, O Lord, my 
strength” (Ps. 18:1). How often 
I have vowed the same thing! He 
begged God to restore to him the 
joy of salvation, and to uphold him 
with His free Spirit, and promised, 
“Then will.I teach transgressors 
thy ways; and sinners shall be 
converted unto thee” he promised. 
Again he made this resolve: ‘““What 
time I am afraid, I will trust in 
thee” (Ps. 56:3). David made a 
resolution to sing much and re- 
joice in the Lord. He said, “But 
I will sing of thy power; yea, I 
will sing aloud of thy mercy in the 
morning” (Ps. 59:16). He made 
resolutions to continually abide in 
God’s tabernacle forever (Ps. 61: 
4), to sing praise unto His name 
forever (Ps. 61:8). 

I think that David’s principal 
vows might be summed up under 
two principal good resolutions, 
concerning the Word of God and 
prayer. 

1. David made many vows about 
the Word of God. For example the 
119th Psalm of 176 verses is alto- 
gether taken up with discussion of 
the Word of God. Nearly every 
verse speaks of the law, testimo- 
nies, precepts, statutes, command- 
ments, judgments, or Word of 
God. And in that great Psalm, 
the longest chapter of the Bible, 
we find many of David's Yresolu- 
tions concerning the Word. of God. 
He said, “I will. keep thy statutes” 
(verse 8), “I will meditate in thy 
precepts, and have respect unto 


| be, for you, dear reader, 


thy ways” (verse 15), “I will de- 
light myself in thy statutes; I will 
not forget thy word” (verse 16). 
He says again, “Give me under- 
standing, and I shall keep thy law; 
yea, I shall observe it with my 
whole heart” (verse 34). In verse 
47 he says, “And I will delight 
myself in thy commandments, 
which I have loved.” And that is 
followed by verse 48 saying, “My 
hands also will I lift up unto thy 
commandments, which I have lov- 
ed; and I will meditate in thy 
statutes.” Another great resolu- 
tion is plainly implied in verse 11 
which says, “Thy word have I hid 
in my heart, that I might not sin 
against thee.” So we find David 
made great resolutions about the 
Bible. He promised God that he 
would study the Bible, that he 
would meditate in it, that he 
would delight in it,, that he would 
memorize it, that he would walk 
daily by it! 

What a blessed year 1956 would 
if you 
would highly resolve by God’s help 
that this year you will have just 
that relationship to the Bible; that 
you will read it earnestly, that you 
will set out to learn, with the help 
of the Holy Spirit, just what God 
has in mind for you to do, and 
then that you will do it as revealed 
in the Word of God. How good it 
will be if you will resolve that 
you will not only read the Bible, 
but meditate in it, delight in it, 
enjoy it, if you will resolve that 
you will memorize much of the Bi- 
ble to make sure that you do not 
sin against God by leaving undone 
some of the things He has com- 
manded, nor falling into sins of 
which the Bible would warn you! 

I received a letter from a fine 
young preacher who said, “I read 
the Bible through last year and in- 
tend to read it through again this 
year. ‘No Bible, no breakfast!’ ” 
He is ‘richly growing in grace 
as he puts the Word ofGod jin 
the very first place in his life, 
the very first bit of time in: the 
day, before food, before daily 
tasks. He has set out to know the 
Word of God, to love the Word of 
God, to live by the Word of God 
and to show others the way of 
salvation by the Word of God. 
Will you do the same? 


Surely every Christian should at 
the least read the Bible through 
every year. If you read four chap- 
ters a day you will read the Bible 
through in about ten months, if 
you read three chapters on week 
days and five chapters on Sundays 
you will read the Word of God 
through in less than a year. Many 
Christians find it convenient to 
read three chapters in the Old 
Testament and one in the New 
Testament each day. Surely no 
earnest Christian should claim to 
love the Word of God and to long 
to know God’s will who does no do 
that much as a very mimimum. 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith in a recent 


book calls attention to the fact 


that an average Saturday Evening 
Post contains about as much Ma-. 


terial as the entire New Testa- 
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ment and hundreds and thousands 
read through the whole Saturday 
Evening Post in incidental leisure 
time each week. Only forty-two 
pages of a newspaper, without ad- 
vertisements, would approximately 
equal the New Testament in num- 
ber of words and many people 
could read the whole Bible in the 
time they spend on daily news- 
papers within a month. What a 
shame that the Christians know 
more about comic characters, mo- 
vie stars, prize fighters, politicians 
and gangsters than they know a- 
bout the heroes of the faith in 
the Word of God! What a shame 
for Christians to be more absorb- 
ed in the divorces, murders, ac- 
cidents, politics of the day than 
in the ever living Word of God! 


_ Every Christian ought to memo- 

rize great sections of the Bible. If 
you read them over and over again 
with attention and loving medita- 
tion you'll find you’ll almost mem- 
orize them: unconsciously. Surely 
every Christian should be able to 
repeat from memory a number of 
the Psalms, and other favorite 
chapters in the Bible, and innu- 
merable numbers of verses here 
and there. Christians ought to 
hide the Word of God in their 
heart that they might not sin a- 
gainst God. Why not make it a 
part of your life this year to 
read four or five chapters, at 
least, every day, and memorize 
some blessed Scriptures at least 
each week? , 


2. David made a resolution to 
take everything to God in prayer. 
In Psalm 116:2 David said, “Be- 
cause he hath inclined his ear unto 
me, therefore will I call upon him 
as long as I live.” And through- 
out the Psalms we have accounts 
of David’s prayers, and of his 
praises for answered prayer. Sure- 
ly the Holy Spirit inspired David 
to write down this vow, that we 
might pattern after it. 


‘Every Christian then, ought to 
have this as a daily practice, that 
he will take every burden, every 
temptation, every need, to God in 
prayer. That is the plain intention 
of the model prayer given by our 
Saviour in which we're taught to 
pray for daily bread, daily for- 
giveness. of sin, daily protection 
from the evil one. That is surely 
the intention of the command in 
Philippians 4:6, “Be careful for 
nothing; but in everything by 
prayer and_ supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God.” 


God has answered so many of 
David’s prayers that he said, 
“Therefore will I call upon him as 
long as I live.” 


I suggest that every Christian 
ought to have an early morning 
watch in which he would read the 


‘ Bible and pray. The earlier part 


of the day is better than any oth- 
er time, and when possible that 
should be the habit and custom of 
the Christian. The Scripture says, 
“They that seek me early shall 
find me” (Prov, 1:28). The Lord 
must be pleased when one sets out 
in the early morning, to learn the 
will of God from His Word and to 
earnestly beg God for a blessing, 
His cleansing and His power for 
the duties and burdens and prob- 
lems of the day. 


Many Christians have an early 
morning watch in which they read 
the Bible and pray. D. L. Moody, 
as busy a man as you could ever 
find, arose regularly at four 
o’clock in the morning so he could 
have one hour alone with his Bi- 
ble and prayer before anyone else 
was astir to disturb him. Multiplied 
thousands of other saints have 
found it sweet and blessed to take 
a little time alone with God in the 
morning for the Bible and prayer. 
George Mueller, the saintly man 
of God who had such faith and in 
answer to whose prayers millions 
of dollars were given for the sup- 
port of orphan children, without 


ever taking a public collection or 


without asking a man for a penny, 
found that first he should read the 
Bible and meditate on it as he 
read and then he would be led out 
into believing prayer for things 
according to the will of God. 


Why not make one of the res- 
olutions of the new year that you 
will keep a regular daily watch 
with God, a time in which you 
read several chapters of the Bible 
and meditate on them, perhaps re- 
view or memorize a verse or two, 
and then pray, taking all your bur- 
dens to the Lord, confessing all of 


“s=the sins you know that grieve 


: 


Him, and find His happiness and 
peace and power for the day! Will 
you make such a resolution today? 


IV. Paul’s Vow to Win Souls 
by Every Means Possible 


Paul’s continual passion was for 
soul winning. Paul said that he 
could wish himself accursed from 
Christ for his. brethren the Jews 
(Rom. 9:3). He said, “Brethren, 
my heart’s desire and prayer to 
God for Israel is, that they might 
be saved” (Rom. 10:1). His 
heart was so concerned about dy- 
ing sinners that he reminded the 
elders at Ephesus, “By the space 
of three years I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with 
tears” (Acts 20:31). We are not 
surprised then to learn that Paul’s 
resolution had to deal principally 
with soul winning. 


In I Corinthians 9:19-23 we find 
how Paul unburdens his heart and 
tells us of this all-pervading, all- 
controlling, resolve of his life. ‘For 
though I be free from all’men, yet 
have I made myself servant unto 
all, that I might gain the more. 
And unto the Jews I became as a 
Jew, that I might gain the Jews; 
to them that are under the law, as 
under the law, that I might gain 
them that are under the law; To 
them that are without law, as 
without law, (being not without 
law to God but under the law to 
Christ,) that I might gain them 
that are without law. To the weak 
became I as weak, that I might 
gain the weak: I am made all 
things to all men, that I might by 
all means save some. And this I 
do for the gospel’s sake, that I 
might be partaker thereof with 
you.” = 


“THAT I MIGHT BY [ALL 
MEANS SAVE SOME!” The a- 
bove verses show that Paul was 
willing to be a servant to all that 
he might win the more. He was 
willing to act like a Jew under 
ceremonial law or to act like an 
uncircumcised Gentile to win 
those that were without the law. 
He was willing to be the weakest 
man in order to win weak people. 
In other words he was made all 
things to all men, in order that 
he might win the more. All these 
things he did “for the gospel’s 
sake, that I might be partaker 
thereof with you.” Paul left him- 
self a debtor and was willing to 
do anything under Heaven to win 
souls and share his Gospel with 
others. 


_ The passage continues, telling 
how men who run a race or who 
strive in the wrestling matches of 
the Olympic games would be tem- 
perate in all things, in order to be 
in the best physical condition. And 
so Paul explains why he himself 
was so careful about himself in 
all of his bodily desires. He said, 
“But I keep under my body, and 
bring it into subjection: lest by 
any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a 
castaway” (I Cor. 9:27). Paul was 
determined that nothing should 
ever hindershis preaching, nothing 
should keep him from winning 
souls, nothing should cause God to 
lay him aside as an unfit vessel 
after he had already been preach- 
ing and saving souls. When you 
read carefully I Corinthians 9:27, 
you can plainly see that Paul was 
not afraid of losing his soul. No, 
no! He knew whom he had believ- 
ed and was fully persuaded that 
God was able to keep him. But 
he thought to himself, “Oh, I must 
not let anything hinder me from 
winning souls. I must be all things 
to all men that I might win some.” 


I ask you, dear friend, if you 
will not make such a resolution 
this new year. Will you win souls 
this year at any cost in the world? 
Will you give up any habits that 
hinder? Will you learn any a- 
mount of Scripture that is neces- 
sary? Will you spend any time 
necessary alone in prayer, that 
you may have the power of God 
upon you? Will you make your- 
self a fool for Christ’s sake if 
need be to win souls? Oh, precious, 
precious souls for whom Christ 
died! Millions are dying today in 
the world who never knew Him. 
We are debtors to them! Let us 
then, like Paul, lay aside every 
weight and be all things to all 
men that we might by all means 
save some, 


I can see that many of my tal- 
ents are small, but I have prom- 
ised God to use them all for soul 
winning. I cannot sing well, and 
yet I have promised God.to sing 


whenever I can. I preach in re- 


vivals, and then I edit THe Sworp 
OF THE LorpD, and I write books, 
and I answer multiplied thousands 
of Christians by mail in the course 
of a year’s time. I’m determined, 
with God’s help, I will do all 
things I can to win souls. I’m 
trying to stir other preachers to 
preach on soul winning, and to a- 
rouse the people for revival. I am 
trying to boost other evangelists 
that more men will be spending 
full time in this soul winning busi- 
ness. I try to get young people 
who feel God’s call to surrender 
for mission work. I urge those who 
can to attend Bible institutes and 
prepare themselves for special ser- 
vice. I am determined that I will 
do all things I can to win souls. 

In other words we need to be 
all out for soul winning. You will 
never win many souls unless you 
mean business, unless it becomes 
the very first passion of your 
heart and life, and everything else 
has to be secondary to it in your 
thought, in your planning, in your 
prayers. Whatever your natural 
talents or your spiritual gifts they 
were intended to be used in saving 
souls. 


Paul was a great soul winner 
and not because of eloquence, for 
we learn that he had none, and 
not because of personality, be- 
cause his bodily presence was 
weak and his speech was con- 
temptible, we are told. But Paul 
won souls because he _ threw 
everything he had _ into. the 
scales, and all the things at his 
command he was willing to use to 
win souls. Will you make that kind 
of a vow to God throughout this 
year and all the future years? 


V. The Prodigal Son Resolved 
to Arise From the Hog-Pen 
of Sin and Go Back in Peni- 

tence and Confession and 

Faith to His Father for 

Forgiveness! 

I have mentioned the fine re- 
solves of Daniel, of Jacob, of Da- 
vid and of Paul. Now the. famous 
character of the New Testament 
whose holy resolve we mention 
was the prodigal son. To be sure 
he is only a character in a para- 
ble, in one sense. But in another 
sense he represents every man 
and woman who ever lost his joy 
and drifted away from God. More 
than that, he represents even 
every lost sinner who finds himself 
an alien, in a far country from 
God, fallen and sinful and lost! 
All of us have played the prodi- 
gal. All of us have taken our sub- 
stance away from God, and deter- 
mined to have our own way, have 
gone on in sin until the famine 
has struck, and until friends have 
forsaken, and perhaps until we al- 
most perish with hunger. 


Jesus knew all about our poor 
sinful hearts and so He told the 
story of every man and woman 
that ever lived when He told.of 
the youngest son that gathered all 
together and went into a far coun- 
try, “and there wasted his sub- 
stance with riotous living.” Jesus 
thought of us when He told how 
the prodigal son found a mighty 
famine in the land and finally join- 
ed himself to a citizen of the 
country and was sent into the 
fields to feed swine and would 
fain have filled his belly with the 
husks that the swine did eat, 
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-Every film listed here is true to the Bible. Please look 
over the list carefully and 


1. Check the ones you would like to receive further informa- 


2. Select the ones you would like to book for definite show- 
ings—list the titles and dates wanted in the coupon below. 


3. Print your name and address in coupon and mail whole 
ad today. We will immediately forward your requests for 


Missionary Films. 


("] THE LAND TIME FORGOT—Mysterious and 
fascinating New Guinea. Excellent cover- 
age of this missionary frontier and its 
primitive people. Color ‘and Sound—36 
minutes. Free-will offering basis. 


Dramatic: 


[] REVOLT IN BERLIN, Drama-documentary 
of Communism versus Christianity. Avu- 
thentic behind-the-iron-Curtain footage 
woven into story. 65 minutes, Rental 
$12. 


[] INDIA’S SORROW—A powerful and in- 
structive film regarding India’s many 
religions, and of missionary efforts to 
reach India. Color and sound—35 min- 
utes, Free-will offering basis. 


[] AFRICA AWAKES—The Belgian Congo and 
Tanganyika — Witch doctor ceremony, 
Pygmies, Missions at work, good pre- 
sentation of the Gospel, Color and sound 
—30 minutes. Free-will offering basis. 


ANGEL IN EBONY 


C] 16mm—45 min.—Color , 
judged best Christian film of 1954 
$20 rental 


TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 
Upland, Indiana 


Documentary 


[] BROKEN FRAGMENTS. Egypt—the pyra- 
mids, Valley of the Kings, Karnak and 
Luxor. Artistic reconstructigns and sym- 
bolic ruins of ancient splendor. Color and 


basis, 


40 minutes, 16- 
mm., sound, black 
and white. True 
story of a Korean 
Christian martyr, 


My 'DFAD 


Free-will offering basis, 


[] THE WAY OUT. A good Gospel message. 
Awarded outstandng soul-winning film 


for 1953. 44 minutes. Black and white | 


Rental: $13.50, 


Gospel Musicals 


[] “Miracles Through Song” by Homer 
Rodeheaver, Three different, dramatic, 
soul-winning films in color with sound, 
16 mm. 15 minutes. Rental with sound. 
Free-will offering basis, 


Bat thank God the prodigal son 
came to himself and when he came 
to himself he saw that he had 
played the fool. Hée saw that it was 
better to be back home, even as a 
servant, obeying orders if need be, 
than to be in a far country alone, 
without the father’s blessing and 
the father’s provision. And so he 
made this holy resolution: “I will 
arise and go to my father, and will 
say unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and before 
thee, and am no more worthy to 


be called thy son; make me as. 


one of thy hired servants.” That 
was his holy resolve. And as he 
had resolved to do, so he did! The 
next verse says, “And he arose 
and came to his father’ (See Luke 
15:11-22). 

If someone reads this who is 
away from God, who does not 
know that you are saved and that 
your sins are forgiven, then I beg 
you dear friend, that you will not 
stop with the smaller resolutions. 
It will not be enough for you to 
quit some of your deeds, to leave 
off certain companions. It will not 
be enough if you, like Daniel, vow 
you will not defile yourself with 
certain habits or with what you 
eat or what you drink. It will not 
be enough if you, like David, vow 
to read the Word of God and med- 
itate in it, and to pray daily and 
often. It’ll not be enough if you 
set out to win souls. No, no, no- 
thing will do for you, but to re- 
solve in your heart like the pro- 
digal son, “I will arise and go to 
my father.” 

No one is ready to do things for 
God until he has first come to God 


(Continued on page 8) 


Feature-Length 


Evangelistic 


[|] MID-CENTURY CRUSADE. Revised edition. 
40 minutes, color. Message by Billy Gra- 
ham. Songs by Bev. Shea, $25.00 rental. 


[] MR. TEXAS. The world’s first Christian 
Western. Color, 55 minutes. Messages by 
Billy Graham. Songs—Bev. Shea, Redd 
Harper and Cindy Walker. Available with 
representative on offering basis. 


[] OILTOWN, U.S.A. Filmed in Houston, Tex- 
as. Color. 11% hours. Featuring Billy 
Graham, Bev. Shea, Paul Power, Redd 
Harper and Cindy Walker. Available with 
representative on offering basis. 


[] SOULS IN CONFLICT, Filmed in London. 
Color. 11/4 hours. Featuring Billy Gra< 


ham, Bev. Shea, Colleen Townsend Evans, 
Joan Winmill, and others. Available with 
representative on offering basis. 


Biography. 


[-] MARTIN LUTHER—the immortal story of 
a man who defied excommunication and 
who dared to proclaim, “No man can 
command my conscience , . . . HERE I 
STAND.” The powerful drama of Prot- 
estantism. AVAILABLE FREE-WILL OFFER- 
ING (or Out-Right Purchase—$150.) 
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"LATEST BELBASH . 
[ | “THE DREYER STORY” 


A feature film with a real Christian 
message. A true story of a man’s 
Salvation and deliverance from the 
disease of alcoholism! 


Running time 
Rental 
For Sales or Rental — Write 


LIVING WORD Films 
ZION, ILLINOIS 


Your name ond address here 


The Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois 
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checked above, 


further information on the films 


[] I would like to schedule the following films for definite showings 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Friday, December 28, 1955 


Simeon Foretells 


(Continued from page 1) 


the Baptist, we can all say when 
we look into the face of a baby, 
“What manner of child shall this 
be!” 

When he took the child in his 
arms, the devout Simeon blessed 
Joseph and spoke to Mary, the 
mother. If, a little before, Luke 
says that the parents brought in 
the child Jesus, as though Joseph 
were just as much a parent of 
the child as Mary, let it be noted 
how careful he is to say here that 
it was to Mary his mother that 
Simeon addressed himself when 
he declared the destiny of the 
child. “Behold, this child is set 
for the fall and rising again of 
many in Israel; and for a sign 
which shall be spoken against; 
(Yea, a sword shall pierce through 
thy own soul also,) that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed.” 

In this statement of the destiny 
of Jesus, there are three things 
said of Him, all of them striking- 


the Destiny . . . 


ly illustrated and fulfilled in the 
life of Jesus, in the history of His 
Church ever since, and in the lives 
and hearts of men today. First, 
Christ is to men either a blessing 
or a condemnation. Second, His 
presence, His truth, His church, 


will ever create opposition... And}: 


third, Christ is the revealer of 
the thoughts of the heart, the su- 
preme touchstone of human na- 
ture, 


Christ a Blessing or a 
Condemnation 


He is set for the fall and ris- 
ing again of many in Israel. Christ 
either condemns men, or justifies 
them. and saves them. In Him 
men are saved or lost. He is a 
stone of stumbling tipon which 
men fall, or a rock by which they 
rise unto life eternal. 

Simeon, inspired by the Holy 
Ghost, said that Christ is “set,” 
appointed or established, for the 
falling and rising again of many in 


‘tl Resolve... . 


(Continued from page 7) 


through Christ Jesus. Today con- 
fess yourself a sinner as did that 
poor prodigal! Admit that your 
own ways have led you to heart- 
break and ruin and that you de- 
serve only the torments of a lost 
soul! And then simply come to the 
Father. He loves you. Jesus meant 
for us to understand the Lord God 
would come to meet us as quickly 
as that father ran to meet his own 
son and quickly embraced him and 
kissed him. Jesus meant for us to 
know that there is nothing be- 
tween us and God but our own 
sinfulness and when we turn our 
hearts from that, forgiveness .and 
peace is ours at once. 

Perhaps some one reads this who 
is a backslider. You once knew the 
joy of salvation but you’ve lost 
your testimony, lost your joy, have 
fallen into sin. Perhaps you do not 
even now believe that you are 
God’s child. Perhaps you’ve never 
known it. Perhaps you do not 
even dare to call God your Father 
and Christians your brothers and 
sisters. Well, the first thing of all 
for you is to confess your back- 
Sliding and return to the Lord. 
He loves you still. You are still 
dear to his heart. The precious 
promise of the Lord is, “If we 
eonfess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness” (I John 1:9). So you have a 
right to come for forgiveness, for 
cleansing, if you are a _ backslid- 
den child of God. The Lord wel- 
comes alike every poor, lost sin- 
ner who needs salvation, and ev- 
ery poor backslidden, disobedient 
child of His own who needs cleans- 
ing and peace and power. 

So if you are in a far country, 
away from the Father’s house, if 
you are in the hog-pen of sin and 
in the land of famine, and if you 
will, this early part of the new 
year come to yourself lke the 


prodigal son, you may come quick-., 


ly home to the Father and find 
there the kiss of forgiveness, the 
ring of sonship, the “robe of 
Christ’s righteousness, the shoes 
of the preparation of the Gospel 
of peace, and the fatted calf of 
rejoicing! 

I make this holy resolve for my- 
self anew, “I will arise and go to 
my Father!” I will do it today. Ev- 
ery time I need to do it I will do 
it again! I will not need salvation 
anew for I am already saved. I 
already have everlasting life. I am 
already God’s child, But I have a 
right to come to my Father every 
time I find that I have strayed, 
and this year, God helping me, I 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


(Rate 25c per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state in word 
count. Cash to accompany order. No billing 
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will do it anew every time I need 
to! 

Reader, make your holy vows to 
God. And if one reads this who 
will today trust Christ as your 
own Saviour, or a backslider who 
will today come back to take up 
his cross and live again for the 
Lord, trusting Him for forgiveness 
and cleansing, won’t you write and 
let us know it? 

I will give you a form here to 
help you in your decision. 


My New Year’s Resolutions 


Please check earnestly the res- 
olutions that you have made for 
the new year, and then sign your 
name to them. Then we will be 
glad if you want to write and tell 
us of your decision. 


1. I purpose in my heart, like 
Daniel, that in 1956 I will not de- 
file myself by what I eat, drink 
or smoke, by my amusements, or 
my daily. companionship. By God’s 
grace I shall try to live pure and 
clean, both. in body and mind for 
Jesus this year ~_--_-. 


2. Like Jacob, I promise God 
that ‘of all that thou shalt give 
me I will surely give the tenth 
te: Wee 


3. By God’s help, I will try to 
read the Bible through entirely in 
1956 


4. Trusting the Lord to help me, 
I will endeavor to set apart a time 
early in the day for reading of 
God’s Word and meditation and 
prayer. And there I plan to take 
all my burdens to the Lord daily, 
confess my Sins, and wait on God 
for His blessing and power ______. 


5. By God’s- grace I will set out]. 


to be a soul winner this year at 
whatever cost. I will endeavor to 
so study the Word, so pray, so 
keep under my body, so labor that 
I may by all means win someone 
ie YORE on 

6. Confessing that Iam a poor 
lost sinner-I here and now re- 
solve like the prodigal son, “I will 
arise and go to my father.” That 
is, I will trust in Christ to forgive 
me and turn my heart to Him, 
accepting Him today as my own 
personal Saviour —___~__. 

7. I have been saved but have 
fallen into sin, have grown cold, 
and have lost my joy as a Chris- 
tian. Here and now I confess my 
backsliding to God, and trust Him 
to forgive me and cleanse me as 
He promised to do in I John 1:9. 
I will take up my work as a 
Christian and try to live in 1956 
as an obedient child of God 


Signed 
Address 


Many of us can check several 
of these resolutions and make 
them our own. Please deal honest- 
ly with yourself and God. We 
would be very happy to hear from 


you. If you want to you may cut 


out this decision slip and: mail it 
to us. But perhaps you had better 
keep this slip in your Bible and 
write us to tell us what you have 
decided. 

Address, Evangelist John _R. 
Rice, 214 W. Wesley Street, Whea- 
ton, Illinois. 
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Israel. He did not mean that 
Christ is sent by God to make 
men stumble and fall, but that 
stumbling and rising again will 
ever be the effect of His person 
and His truth as men encounter 
Him upon the pathway of life. In 
Christ there is no neutrality. Men 
are either for Him or against Him. 
They rise through Him, or because 
of Him: they4 fall, 


We. know how true this was 
during Christ’s life upon earth. 
There were many who were of- 
fended in Him, many who stum- 
bled and fell. The scribes, the 
Pharisees, the Sadducees, Herod, 
Pilate, Caiaphas, Judas—all of 
these men fell, whereas others rose. 
Many who stood high fell; many 
who were poor and humble were 
exalted. To some, His person and 
His doctrines present insuper- 
able difficulties and make demands 
which arouse the bitter antagon- 
ism of the heart. The very right- 
eousness Of these demands, the 
reasonableness of them, only 
arouses the more the antagonism 
of human nature. 


This is why it is. a solemn and 
searching thing to be confronted 
with Christ in the Scriptures, in 
the proclamation of the Church, 
in the lives of His followers. To 
have a duty presented to us, and 
then refuse it; to have a higher 
path opened to us, and decline it; 
to have a sin revealed to us, and 
refuse to leave it or mourn over 
it—this is to stumble and to fall. 
But to obey, to change our life, to 
repent, to believe—this is to rise 
to new levels of character. 


It has become a fashion today to 
eulogize doubt and to praise doubt- 
ers aS superior minds, and pre- 
sumably, superior characters. It is 
worth while remembering, there- 
fore, that we have nothing of that 
in Christ, or in the Scriptures. 
Christ makes it clear that the dif- 
ferent attitudes of men toward 
Him are to be accounted for by 
a difference in their hearts. He 
told them plainly that the reason 
they did not believe in Him and 
love Him was because the love of 
the Father was not in their hearts. 
They were not of the truth; there- 
fore, they would not come unto 
Him. 

In the great doctrines of the 
Christian faith—the Incarnation, 
the Atonement, the Resurrection, 
the Holy Spirit, the present inter- 
cession of the Son of God, and His 
second coming to judge men and 
angels—some find only an occa- 
sion for scorn and angry rejection, 
or treat them as old wives’ tales. 
But others rise upon these granite 
foundations of faith to holiness 
of life and to fellowship with God. 
They find them to be neither a 
stumbling block nor _ foolishness, 
but the power and the wisdom of 


How shall we account for this 
difference, this contrasting re- 
action to Christ and His gospel? 
Not in environment, not in train- 
ing, not in education, not in hered- 
ity; for those who have had the 
same training, environment, hered- 
ity, and education immediately 
part company in the presence of 
Christ, some stumbling upon Him 
and falling, others rising through 
faith and obedience to nobility and 
beauty of life. The reason is a dif- 
ference in life, a. difference: in 
heart. | | 

The last scene in the earthly life 
of Christ is a tragic demonstra- 
tion of the way in which Christ 
divides among men. It was a pre- 
figuration, too, of His influence 
upon human nature through all 
the ages. There He hung between 
the two thieves, both of whom at 
first reviled Him and cursed Him 
and mocked, while but one repent- 
ed and said, “Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy king- 
dom.” So Christ is set for the 
falling and rising again of many 
souls; so He divides among men. 
He is to some the_savor of death 
unto death, but to others the savor 
of life unto life. It is this fact 
Which gives an immense earnest- 
ness and solemnity to the preach- 
ing of Christ and His gospel. No 
one can hear it without being 
made thereby either better or 
worse. It is the proclamation of 
life eterna? to them that believe, 
the proclamation of death to 
them that reject Him. 


Christ Always Opposed 
in the Worid 
“Behold, this child is set... for 
a sign which shall be spoken 


against.” The. angels, when they 


-announced the birth--of Christ, 
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foretold only His glory and His 
triumph. It remained for the de- 
vout Simeon to tell the plain 
truth, that Christ, who had come 
in the beauty of holiness and in- 
nocence, the incarnation of divine 
love and pity and compassion, 
would be encompassed by hatred 
and enemies at every step in His 
earthly career, until at length the 
storm of human passion and anger 
would break over His head upon 
the cross. 

There are many scenes in the 
history of the human race which 
are of a nature to undeceive those 
who will know nothing of human 
nature but its goodness and ex- 
cellence. But the one chapter in 
the history of humanity which for- 
ever refutes such a definition of 
human nature is that chapter 
which relates for us the life and 
the death of Jesus Christ. There 
we learn what human nature is 
and to what lengths it will go. 
“This child is set ... for a sign 
which shall be spoken against.”’ 
We recall that some said He 
had a devil, and others’ that 
He was mad, that men_ took 
up stones to stone Him, that 
they tried to throw Him over a 
precipice, that they betrayed Him 
and mocked Him and spat upon 
Him and crowned Him with thorns 
and crucified Him. When we re- 
flect that we share the same 
nature as those men, then we 
come to understand how far the 
heart can go in its rebellion 
against God. 


In how striking a manner the 
prediction of Simeon has been ful- 
filled. Wherever Christ, His cause, 
His church, His gospel, His doc- 
trines, His true disciples are, there 
Christ will be “spoken against.” 
Wherever He is’ not’ spoken 
against, wherever His gospel is not 
rejected and scorned but received 
with polite courtesy or dismissed 
with cool indifference, there you 
can be sure that it is not Christ 
who is preached and that what 
appears to be the gospel is “an- 
other gospel: which is not an- 
other.” Christ, the real gospel, will 
always be a sign to be spoken 
against. 

It is possible so to preach Christ 
that He will not be spoken against. 
You can leave out His claims to 
pre-existence, deity, world domin- 
ion, and judgment; you can omit 
His stern demands upon believers; 
you can be silent as to the solitary 
and exclusive way of righteousness 
and salvation by faith in Him 
alone. All of these things which 
are repugnant to the natural mind 
and heart of man you can leave 
out, but only to discover that 
Christ so preached is not a sign 
to be spoken against. 


Paul tells us in his letter to 
the Galatians how men urged him 
to tone down the terms of re- 
demption and tried to persuade 
him to say that, although men 
were saved by Christ, it was also 
necessary for them to observe 
certain Jewish laws and rites. But 
Paul refused to do so, for, then 
would cease the “offence of the 
cross,” that the sinner is saved 
only by his faith in Christ. That, 
to Paul, was the power of the 
gospel, the gospel cf which he was 
not ashamed, the gospel in which 
he gloried. Nothing less than this 
seems now to be the question be- 
fore the Church. Shall the gospel 
no longer be a stone of stumbling 
or a rock of rising—a sign to be 
spoken against or a truth to be 
embraced with rapture, love, and 
joy? Shall it cease to be the gospel 
(good news) and become merely 
good advice? 


Christ the Touchstone of the 
Human Heart 


“That the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed.” The one 
great purpose of our earthly pro- 
bation is that God may know our 
hearts. Not that in His omni- 
science He cannot know and see 
what is in the heart now, or 
what the heart will do in the years 
to come; but rather that by the 
experience of life, by the use or 
abuse of its opportunities, every 
man should write a description 
of his character. This, we are told, 
was His purpose in His dealings 
with Israel. “Thou shalt remember 
all the way which the Lord thy 
God led thee these forty years in 
the wilderness, to humble thee, 
and to prove thee, to know what 
was in thine heart, whether thou 


wouldest keep his commandments, | 8 


or no.” The life of the heart is the 
critical thing. Out of the heart 


are the issues of life. Not what 
goes into a man, but what comes 
out of his heart defiles him. If 
men do not love Christ, it is be- 
cause the love of God is not in 
their hearts. With the heart, man 


in harmony with this great fact of 


life that Christ is declared to be 


the one who, above all others, tests 
the heart and reveals its secrets 
and its thoughts. 

We can see how true this was 
during the life of Christ upon 
earth. There was something ‘in 
Him and in His truth which a- 
wakened latent evil and latent 


good. The scribes, the Pharisees, - 


the Sadducees, Herod, Pilate, 
Caiaphas, and Judas, when 
brought before Christ, revealed 
themselves, their anger, hypocrisy, 
blasphemy, bitterness, enmity to 
good, their hatred, and their trea- 
son. Others brought before Christ 
had discovered in themselves that 
which God delights to find: Mary, 
her gratitude; the publican, his 
penitence; the Magdalene, her 
love; 
faith; the thief on the cross, his 
penitence. So Christ has ever been 
revealing, uncovering, discovering, 
what is in the heart...The same 
sun which shines upon the earth 
today ripens the wheat and also 
the tares. The same sun which 
scatters the darkness and dis- 
sipates the clouds also draws out 
of the earth its noxious mists and 
vapors. So Christ acts upon the 
hearts of men. 

In Christ the one great, decisive, 
searching thing is His remedy for 
sin—forgiveness through faith, 
cleansing through His blood. How 
that test at once reveals, searches 
a man’s heart! When we say that 
Christ searches the heart of man, 
reveals its secret thoughts; we do 
not mean that in one man He dis- 
covers only that which is un- 
worthy, for all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God, 
but that in one He discovers a 
refusal of God’s will and plan, 
and in the other a humble and 
grateful acceptance of it. In one, 
He finds self-righteousness; in the 
other, the publican’s cry, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner.” 

Let the cross be plunged down 
today into your heart. What is 
the reaction to it? Men speak of 
salvation by character, Yes, if by 
that they mean the gospel stan- 
dard of character, the gospel’s 
method of ascertaining the true 
character of a man’s heart; for 
the supreme test of character is 
the soul’s reaction to the offer of 
Christ crucified. The acceptance 
or the rejection of that shows the 
moral drift of a man’s nature; 
and nothing that he can say or 
do, good or bad, is of the least 


significance as compared with that 


acceptance or that rejection. 

When Sir Walter Raleigh was 
led to the block, his executioner 
asked him if his head lay right. 
Raleigh answered, “It matters 
little, my friend, how the head lies, 
provided the heart is right.’ Here 
in the presence of God, here before 
Him to whom are revealed the 
secrets of all hearts, here before 
the cross of mercy and of love, 
what does your heart speak? How 
does your heart lie? 


(From THE MAN WHO FORGOT, Copy- - 


right 1956 by Pierce and Washabaugh. 
Used by permission of Abingdon Press.) 
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for Bible-believing churches 
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@ Every Sunday folders of distinction 
® Bulletins for Spirit Duplicator machine 
@ Imprint service for our folders 
@® Personalized Folders—a complete year’s 
program including duotone and multi- 
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